Lebanon’s  Baptist 
broadcasters  don’t  ask, 
“Is  anyone  listening?” 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  —  Workers  at  the  Baptist  Center  for  Mass 
Communications  in  east  Beirut  don’t  have  to  ask,  “Is  anyone  out  there 
listening?” 

A  record  900  letters  from  throughout  the  Arab  world  were  received 
in  March,  reports  Pete  Dunn,  the  Southern  Baptist  missionary  who 
directs  the  center.  Several  programs  are  produced  at  the  center  for 
various  radio  stations  broadcasting  to  the  Middle  East. 

“The  war  in  Lebanon  seems  to  be  endless,”  Dunn  comments.  ‘There 
are  shortages  of  spare  parts  for  studio  equipment,  electricity  is 
scarce  ...  yet  the  Baptist  Center  continues  to  function.  The  employees 
are  subject  to  bombardment  and  kidnapping  as  they  come  and  go,  but 
they  continue.” 

Listeners’  letters,  Dunn  quotes  one  employee  as  saying,  “make  all  our 
efforts  worthwhile.”  Still,  “We  need  prayer  —  concentrated  prayer  —  that 
we  might  be  able  to  continue  to  function,”  Dunn  says. 

From  Egypt,  a  man  wrote,  “I  was  lost,  I  was  in  the  evil  way.  But  when 
I  heard  the  Baptist  program  ...  on  Radio  Monte  Carlo,  I  came  back  to 
God.  I  said  to  him :  ‘Give  me  mercy.  I’m  a  sinner.’  And  in  the  same  hour 
I  felt  a  new  spirit  inside  me.  I  am  asking  you  to  send  me  the  Holy  Bible 
so  I  can  grow  in  faith.” 

A  woman  from  Syria  wrote  she  “received  the  second  birth  about  six 
months  ago.  I  became  a  daughter  to  him  who  gave  his  life  for  me.  I  have 
listened  to  your  programs  ...  a  long  time.” 

During  1984,  two  Southern  Baptist  missionaries  and  three  Lebanese 
employees  at  the  Baptist  Center  for  Mass  Communications  recorded 
2,400  contacts  from  260  radio  programs  they  produced. 


Board  elects  two  to  staff, 
approves  72  for  missions 


“Go  ye>  therefore  . 


McMillan,  third  from  left,  who  also  spoke  with  Victor  and  his 
brother,  Oscar,  who  is  second  from  left  Oscar’s  wife  is  be¬ 
tween  him  and  McGregor,  and  a  friend  from  San  Juan  at  right 
On  that  Sunday  afternoon  Victor,  Oscar,  and  the  friend  made 
professions  of  faith.  The  brothers’  mother  is  between  McMillan 
and  Victor.  (Editorial  on  Page  2.) 


Victor,  standing  center  with  the  group  in  the  front  yard  of 
a  home  used  for  services  for  Bella  Vista  Church  in  Godoy  Gruz, 
Argentina,  had  refused  to  listen  to  the  gospel  until  two 
Mississippians  showed  up.  Baptist  Record  editor  Don 
McGregor,  at  Victor’s  left,  was  the  first  to  be  privileged  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  gospel  to  him.  The  other  Mississippian  is  Jesse 
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Diego  Molina,  son-in-law  of  the  Aranda  family  of  Bella  Vista  Church,  puts  on  a 
show  for  visitors  in  the  home  for  lunch,  Seated  around  the  table  are,  left  to  right, 
Mirtha  Aranda,  David  Vick,  missionary  to  Argentina;  Silvia  Molina  and  "Tweetie” 
Aranda.  Mrs.  Aranda  and  Walter  Aranda  stand  to  the  right  of  Diego;  and  Pedro,  the 
father,  stands  to  his  left  Evangelist  Jesse  McMillan  was  engaged  in  the  traditional 
siesta  at  the  time,  and  the  editor  took  the  picture  One  Aranda  daughter.  Cristina, 
is  a  missionary  in  the  Chaco  Province;  and  another.  Margarita,  is  a  student  in  the 
seminary. 


nt  president  for  Massey  and  Fair,  Inc.,  an  i 
\  Atlanta  company.  1 

In  other  actions,  the  board  ap-  I 
pointed  four  missionaries,  six  mis-  I 
sionary  associates,  and  two  church  t 
planter  apprentices  and  upgraded  one  t 
person  from  missionary  associate  to 
missionary  status.  Sixty  persons  were 
approved  to  receive  church,  language 
and  field  pastoral  assistant. 

Michael  Tutterow  writes  for  the 
MtOiHttme  Mission  Board. 
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Silvia  Molina  and  her  father.  Pedro  Aranda,  lead  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs  in 
bidding  farewell  to  Mississippians  McMillan  and  McGregor  on  Sunday  night.  Young 
Marcelo  Ezcurra,  standing  beside  Silvia,  takes  it  all  in. 
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My  heart  in  Bella  Vista 


I  walked  into  a  house  in  Godoy  Cruz, 
a  suburb  of  Mendoza,  Argentina,  and 
presented  the  gospel  to  a  man  who  liv¬ 
ed  there.  It  was  the  first  time  he  had 
ever  sat  down  and  listened.  It  was  also 
the  first  time  I  had  ever  presented  the 
gospel  to  someone  who  had  never 
heard  it  before. 

I  was  not  the  only  one  there  that 
day.  Jesse  McMillan  of  Sallis  was  also 
present,  and  he  spoke.  We  both 
presented  our  witness  through 
missionary-interpreter  David  Vick. 
But  I  was  the  first  one  to  speak. 

It  is  an  awesome  thing  to  present 
the  message  of  salvation  at  any  time. 
It  is  particularly  so  when  it  is  the  first 
time  it  has  been  heard.. 

It  was  not  that  the  man  had  not  had 
an  opportunity  to  hear  the  gospel.  He 
had  refused  to  listen  before  and,  as  I 
understood  it,  had  refused  to  allow 
anyone  around  him  who  intended  to 
make  such  a  presentation  to  him. 

When  he  heard  there  were  visitors 
coming  from  Mississippi,  however,  he 
agreed  to  listen.  He  did  listen,  he 
believed,  he  made  a  profession  of  faith 
that  afternoon,  and  he  joined  the 
church  that  night. 

The  change  was  dramatic  and  im¬ 
mediate.  When  we  arrived  he  was 
withdrawn  and  quiet.  Immediately  on 
making  his  profession  of  faith,  he  left 
the  room  in  tears.  He  was  soon  back, 
however,  with  a  smile  that  had  not  fad¬ 
ed  at  the  end  of  the  church  services 
that  night.  That  was  the  last  time  I 
saw  him  and  very  likely  will  be  the 
last  time  I  will  ever  see  him  until  we 
meet  in  glory. 

He  will  be  there,  and  we  will  have 
a  joyous  reunion. 

Another  group  of  Mississippians  is 
in  Argentina  now.  A  third  group  will 
go  in  June.  How  many  times  will  such 


witnessing  victories  be  experienced? 
There  were  1,469  professions  of  faith 
during  the  visit  of  the  April  group. 

The  country  is  wide  open  to  the 
gospel.  The  people  are  only  nominal¬ 
ly  Catholic  and  are  discouraged  with 
their  political  situation.  They  are  look¬ 
ing  for  an  anchor.  The  150  or  so 
Mississippians  who  will  have  been 
there  by  the  time  the  campaign  ends 
will  be  taking  the  interest  factor  with 
them  that  will  cause  many  to  pause 
and  listen  who  haven’t  been  listening 
before." 

How  long  the  door  will  remain  open 
is  a  question.  The  trials  of  military 
leaders  were  getting  under  way  as  we 
left.  This  will  be  a  traumatic  ex¬ 
perience  for  the  country.  If  the 
military  leaders  are  convicted  and  the 
sentences  are  either  too  stringent  or 
too  light,  it  could  cause  conditions  to 
exist  that  would  make  such  visits  im¬ 
practical,  we  were  told.  The  same 
could  happen  if  the  leaders  are  ex¬ 
onerated.  They  are  being  tried  for 
crimes  against  the  people  during  the 
military  dictatorship. 

But  it  is  open  now. 

Bill  Malone,  missionary  to  Men¬ 
doza,  said  at  an  asado  for  all  of  the 
translators,  Mississippians,  and  nar 
tional  pastors  and  their  wives,  “It  is 
amazing  what  God  is  doing  through 
you  who  have  come  so  far  and  who 
cannot  even  speak  the  language.” 

(An  asado,  by  the  way,  is  an  outdoor 
cookout,  a  sort  of  Argentine  barbecue, 
that  is  a  favorite  way  of  entertaining 
in  Argentina.) 

‘The  missionaries  in  Argentina,” 


said  Malone,  are  committed  to  an 
earth-shaking  revival." 

Perhaps  it  is  under  way.  Perhaps, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  we  Mississip¬ 
pians  have  been  privileged  to  help 
open  the  door  to  just  such  a  revival. 
That  was  the  reason  for  the  Rio  de  la 
Plata  partnership. 

In  home  after  home  such  ex¬ 
periences  took  place  as  was  mention¬ 
ed  above.  In  that  particular  home  the 
mother  of  the  man  lived  there  along  . 
with  his  brother  and  his  brother’s  wife. 
The  wife  and  mother  were  church 
members.  The  two  sons  both  made 
professions  of  faith  that  afternoon. 
The  mother  was  almost  to  the  point  of 
shouting. 

On  our  first  night  with  Bella  Vista 
Church  in  Godoy  Cruz  we  were 
treated  royally  at  a  welcoming  ser¬ 
vice.  Wonder  of  wonders,  I  responded 
in  Spanish  to  the  welcome.  I  hope  it 
was  understandable.  The  people  ap¬ 
plauded.  I  got  acquainted  with  a  ra¬ 
diant  woman  who  introduced  herself 
simply  as  Cha  Cha,  which  is  her 
nickname.  She  is  Enilda  de  Barrios. 
Her  15-year-old  son,  Ariel  Barrios,  is 
also  a  church  member  and  is  the  choir 
director.  Her  daughter,  Gladys,  is  a 
church  member.  Her  two  older  sons, 
however,  were  not.  An  earthquake  on 
Jan.  26  destroyed  her  home,  so  she, 
Ariel,  and  Gladys  moved  in  with  a  son, 
Juan  Carlos  Barrios.  During  the 
revival  Cha  Cha  invited  the  team  to 
lunch  at  the  home  of  Juan  Carlos. 
During  the  afternoon,  the  missionary 
David  Vick,  witnessed  in  Spanish; 
and  both  Juan  Carlos  and  his  wife, 


''NOVM  BEHOLD,  I  Go  BOUND 
IN  THE  SPIRIT  UNTO  JERUSALEM, 
NOT  VCNOWIN6  THE  THIN6S  THAT 
SHALL  befall  ME  THERE  I  * 


|T>a5>*. 


(ACtS  30’ 2-^) 

(Magjsvag) 


Marian,  made  professions  of  faith. 
This  made  Cha  Cha  very  happy,  but 
before  the  week  was  out  Juan  Carlos 
had  won  his  older  brother  and  his  wife, 
and  all  of  Cha  Cha’s  children  along 
with  their  wives  were  Christians  and 
the  final  four  were  awaiting  baptism. 

On  Sunday  night,  as  Juan  Carlos 
Barrios  was  leaving  the  rented  hall 
where  the  revival  was  held,  he  caught 
the  eye  of  the  missionary  and  gave 
him  a  victory  sign. 

On  Wednesday  afternoon,  Diego 
Molina,  who  was  mentioned  last 
week,  took  us  to  the  home  of  friends ; 
and  four  persons  made  professions  of 
faith.  In  this  instance  the  editor  kept 


quiet  and  Diego  participated  in  the 
witnessing  along  with  Jesse  and  the 
missionary. 

On  Friday  afternoon  a  young  lady 
named  Isabel  Garro,  who  is  the  only 
Baptist  in  a  Catholic  family,  took  us 
to  the  home  of  a  friend  who  made  a 
profession.  On  Saturday  night  she  in¬ 
vited  the  team  along  with  Silvia  and 
Diego  Molina  to  her  home  for  dinner, 
and  again  Silvia  and  Diego  began  to 
charm  their  way  into  the  hearts  of 
their  hosts,  Isabel’s  Catholic  parents. 
(Picture  last  week.) 

On  his  way  to  his  brother’s  home  for 
lunch,  Ariel  Barrios  took  us  by  the 
home  of  a  woman  who  made  a  profes- 
( Continued  on  page  6) 
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Dallas  85,  the  bottom  line 


By  G.  Wiley  Gann 
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It  is  high  time  that  we  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  took  a 
long,  hard  look  at  the  “bottom  line”  of 
the  controversy  shaping  up  for  the 
Dallas  Convention  in  June.  Out  of  con¬ 
cern  for  the  Lord’s  work,  I  am  writing 
this  article  to  try  to  call  attention  to 
just  that.  I  am  sure  that  my  position 
is  close  to  the  position  of  the  vast  ma¬ 
jority  of  Southern  Baptist  pastors; 
and  our  views  need  to  be  heard,  and 
perhaps  heeded,  before  we  go  too  far. 

For  months  now  members  of 
Southern  Baptist  churches  have  been 
bombarded  with  accusations  and 
counter-accusations  from  one  group 
of  leaders  directed  at  another  group, 
and  vice-versa,  with  most  of  us  not 
knowing  who  to  believe.  At  first  the  at¬ 
tacks  were  leveled  only  against 
Paige  Patterson  and  Judge  Paul 
Pressler  and  their  alleged  attempts  to 
take  over  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention.  I  have  always  had  serious 
doubts  as  to  whether' such  an  attempt 
was  ever  a  reality.  I  have  never  had 
anyone  try  to  instruct,  or  even  in¬ 
fluence,  me  to  vote  for  a  particular  in¬ 
dividual.  I  have  never  seen  a  com¬ 
mand  post  set  up  at  a  convention  with 


some  general  running  the  show,  as  has 
been  told,  nor  have  I  ever  talked  to 
anyone  who  has  seen  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  have  doubted  the  accuracy  of 
many  of  the  charges  made  by  Patter¬ 
son  and  Pressler  about  other  in¬ 
dividuals.  One  thing  is  sure!  The  con¬ 
vention  president  is  elected  by 
messengers  from  autonomous 
Southern  Baptist  churches,  not  by  any 
pair  of  individuals  or  any  small  group. 
However,  most  of  us  could  live  with 
that  amount  of  bickering  since  such 
has  always  been  around  in  churches, 
and  in  the  convention,  and  it  always 
will  be. 

Then  came  Roy  Honeycutt’s 
declaration  of  “Holy  War.”  He  was 
later  joined  by  Russell  Dilday  and 
others.  And  to  put  the  icing  on  the 
cake,  the  president  of  our  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  Keith  Parks,  recent¬ 
ly  joined  these  other  men  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  unseat  a  convention  presi¬ 
dent  that  even  the  critics  admit  is  a 
great  preacher  of  the  Word.  Their 
reasoning  is  that  Charles  Stanley  is 
identified  with  the  conservatives, 
which  threatens  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  and  that  the  percentage  of  giv¬ 


ing  by  his  church  through  the 
Cooperative  Program  is  less  than  they 
think  it  should  be.  We  must  take  note 
that  this  is  the  same  attempt  at  in¬ 
fringement  on  the  autonomy  of  a  local 
church,  and  her  pastor,  that  these  peo¬ 
ple  have  criticized  Patterson  and 
Pressler  for.  This  attempt  to  unseat 
Stanley,  if  successful,  is  destined  to  do 
the  very  thing  they  claim  they  want 
to  prevent,  a  split  in  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

We  should  be  reminded  that  even 
though  we  may  not  like  the  tactics  of 
Patterson  and  Judge  Pressler,  or 
others  like  them,  they  are  indepen¬ 
dent  men  who  are  not  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  denominational  govern¬ 
ment.  They  are  not  on  salary  with  a 
Southern  Baptist  agency  nor  are  they 
using  Cooperative  Program  funds  to 
finance  their  campaign.  The  same 
cannot  be  said  for  Honeycutt,  Dilday, 
and  Parks;  and  that  makes  the  big 
difference. 

Much  adt^was  made  in  the  most  re¬ 
cent  edition  of  The  Call  magazine 
about  the  warning  from  Jimmy 
Draper  that  churches  might  withhold 
Cooperative  Program  funds  if  Charles 


Stanley  is  defeated  by  such  a  con¬ 
spiracy.  That  warning  should  be  heed¬ 
ed.  Southern  Baptist  Churches,  and 
their  pastors,  are  the  only  controlling 
bodies  that  we  have  on  the  flow  of 
Cooperative  Program  dollars.  Draper 
was  not  making  a  threat,  as  I  unders¬ 
tand  it,  but  was  trying  to  warn  us  of 
a  possible  danger.  Parks  said  basical¬ 
ly  the  same  thing  later  and  those  who 
criticized  Draper  jumped  on  his  state¬ 
ment  with  fanfare  and  applause. 
Harsh  accusations  are  also  being 
leveled  against  men  like  Adrian 
Rogers,  Bailey  Smith,  W.  A.  Criswell, 
and  others  that  every  sound-minded 
Baptist  knows  are  the  men,  along  with 
others  like  them,  who  are  doing  the 
work  of  missions  and  evangelism  in 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  while 
the  others  talk  about  it.  Their  records 
do  not  need  defending  by  me. 

The  bottom  line  is  this;  if  I,  and 
other  pastors  like  me,  must  make  a 
choice  in  Dallas,  and  it  looks  as 
though  we  will  be  forced  to,  there  is 
no  choice  to  be  made.  We  will  stand 
with  men  like  Rogers,  Smith,  Draper, 

(Continued  on  page  4)  * 
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Rain  falls  on  Ethiopia 


RABEL,  Ethiopia  (BP)— Rain  has 
come  to  give  starving  Ethiopians  hope 
for  a  growing  season  but  has  phoked 
shut  the  road  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
feeding  center  in  mountainous  Rabel. 

The  muddy  road  has  hampered 
four-wheel  drive  trucks,  but  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  kept  the  center 
operating  on  grain  brought  in  by 
helicopter  and  by  “bombing  run”  air 
drops  from  low-flying  aircraft  of  Bri¬ 
tain’s  Royal  Air  Force. 

Meanwhile,  1,200  Ethiopian  farmers 
took  three  days  to  build  an  airstrip  in 
Rabel  in  a  food-for-work  program  to 


provide  backup  landing  facilities  for 
small  aircraft. 

Agricultural  missionary  Lynn 
Groce  said  the  feeding  and  health 
care  center  also  has  begun 
distributing  sorghum  and  wheat  seed 
which  Ethiopian  farmers  will  plant 
along  with  barley  seed  the  Ethiopians 
had  on  hand. 

Groce  said  many  parts  of  Ethiopia, 
including  th£T  10,000-foot  highlands 
where  Southern  Baptists  operate  the 
center,  can  expect  a  crop  in  four  to  six 
months.  But  he  said  short-term 
feeding  and  health  care  will  have  to 


Task  force  drafts  motion 
for  “solutions”  committee 


A  special  committee  to  determine 
the  sources  and  proposed  solutions  to 
differences  plaguing  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  may  be  established  next  month 
when  more  than  20,000  messengers 
meet  in  Dallas  for  the  annual  session 
of  the  nation’s  largest  evangelistic 
body.  Presidents  of  state  Baptists  con¬ 
ventions  met  in  St.  Louis  April  11-12 
and  named  a  task  force  from  their 
group  to  draft  a  motion  establishing 
a  special  committee.  The  task  force 
met  in  Memphis  May  13-14  to  com¬ 
plete  drafting  of  the  motion. 

The  state  presidents  will  convene  in 
Dallas  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  con¬ 
vention  June  12  to  act  on  the  motion. 
If  the  presidents  agree,  they  will  pre¬ 
sent  the  motion  to  the  convention. 

In  the  motion  provision  is  made  for 
a  15  person  committee  representing 
the  various  positions  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion.  The  task  force  is  working  on 
names  of  persons  to  be  considered  for 
membership  on  the  committee. 


The  proposal  calls  for  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  seek  to  work  through  establish¬ 
ed  channels  within  institutions  and 
agencies  of  the  SBC. 

The  committee  would  give  status 
reports  to  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  denomination.  The  final  report 
could  be  given  to  the  SBC  in  its  Atlan¬ 
ta  meeting  in  1986,  but  could  wait  un¬ 
til  the  1987  session  if  the  special  com- 
mitte  felt  it  hadn’t  had  time  to  com¬ 
plete  its  works. 

Then  for  the  period  of  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  work,  the  proposed  motion  asks 
that  all  parties  to  the  debate  “exercise 
restraint”  and  “refrain  from  divisive 
action  and  comments”  as  well  as 
demonstrate  “Christian  love.” 

The  task  force  drafting  the  motion 
includes  Bill  Hickem.  Fla.,  chairman; 
Charles  Pickering,  Miss.,  JoHn 
Gilbert,  Mo.;  Jack  May,  Tenn.;  Neil 
Thompson,  Alaska ;  Norman  Wiggins, 
N.C.;  and  Wallace  Henley,  Ala. 


continue  until  the  farmers  get  back  on 
their  feet  and  long-range  assistance 
can  begin. 

Missionaries  credit  the  lift-giving 
rain  to  prayer  by  Baptists  and  others 
around  the  world.  “God  has  answered 
prayer,”  Groce  said.  “It’s  unusual  to 
have  rains  in  May  as  heavy  as  they 
are  now.”  Leaders  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  and 
state  Baptist  conventions"  and 
newspapers  urged  prayer  for  the 
drought-stricken  continent  under  the 
theme:  “Water  is  Life.  Pray  for  Rain 
in  Africa.” 

Since  then  rain  has  come  to  a 
number  of  countries  in  Africa,  but 
others,  especially  the  Sahel  countries 
of  West  Africa  below  the  Sahara 
desert,  still  suffer  from  severe 
drought.  Ironically,  rain  has  caused 
flooding  and  damage  in  some  parts  of 
Ethiopia  but  the  benefits  outweigh  the 
problems,  Groce  said. 

Recently  in  Zimbabwe,  where  rain 
has  broken  drought,  hundreds  of  peo¬ 
ple  from  several  denominations,  in¬ 
cluding  Baptists,  met  on  a  hilltop  in 
Sanyati  for  a  four-hour  service  to 
thank  God  for  rain. 

Ethiopian  missionaries  still  plan  to 
expand  operations  to  include  at  least 
two  more  feeding  centers  this  year  for 
short-term  relief  before  they  can  im¬ 
plement  long-term  assistance  in 
agriculture,  water  development, 
animal  health,  and  community 
development. 

They  soon  will  begin  a  survey  of  the 
Merhabete  district  to  the  west  of 
Menz-Gishe  where  they  now  work, 
and  have  requested  volunteers  to 
operate  a  feeding  center  there.  The 
needed  personnel  include  two  nurses, 
a  physician,  and  a  field  director.  The 
physician  would  also  coordinate 
medical  work  in  other  areas,  in¬ 
cluding  Rabel. 


William  Carey  College  on  the  Coast  broke  ground  May  10  for  a  $2.2  million  residen¬ 
tial  complex.  Introducing  the  officials  taking  part  in  the  groundbreaking  is  Carey  Presi¬ 
dent  J.  Ralph  Noonkester,  foreground.  Participants  are,  left  to  right:  Bobby  Perry,  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  Gulf  Coast  Baptist  Association;  Luther  Boyd,  vice  chairperson  of 
the  Carey  board  of  trustees;  Bill  Tompkins  of  the  architectural  firm  of  Tompkins  and 
Associates;  Rodney  Fairchild  of  W.  R.  Fairchild  Construction  Co.;  Glenn  Sweatman 
of  Peoples  Bank  of  Biloxi;  and  Gulfport  Mayor  Jack  Barnett. 


Carey  on  Coast  breaks  ground 
to  begin  residential  complex 


Officials  from  William  Carey  Col¬ 
lege  broke  ground  on  May  10  to  begin 
construction  of  a  $2.2  million  residen¬ 
tial  complex  on  the  school’s  Coast 
campus  in  Gulfport. 

The  project  will  include  four  three- 
story  buildings  that  will  contain  a 
total  of  96  units  for  single  and  married 
students,  providing  the  first  on- 
campus  housing  since  the  college 
opened  the  regional  campus  in  1976. 

The  college,  which  has  its  main 
campus  in  Hattiesburg,  will  spend  an 


additional  $400,000  to  renovate  ex¬ 
isting  buildings  to  provide  expanded 
classroom  and  library  facilities. 

Since  Carey  purchased  the  20-acre 
campus  of  Gulf  Coast  Military 
Academy  in  1976  the  college  has 
operated  primarily  an  evening  com¬ 
muter  program. 

t 

Beginning  this  fall  Carey  on  the 
Coast  will  make  the  transitiprrto  a 
full-time  campus,  featuripg'aay  and 
evening  classes  and  (on-campus 
housing. 


1 

Jack  Gunn  is  writing  biograpny 
of  Mississippi  Baptist  preachers 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


A  collection  ’  of  biographies  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  preachers  is 
underway.  Jack  Gunn,  executive 
secretary,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Historical  Commission,  is  writing  it. 

Such  a  book  has  not  been  released 
in  this  state  since  L.  S.  Foster’s 
Mississippi  Baptist  Preachers  in  1895. 
That  work  with  its  410  brief 
biographies  has  been  a  boon  to  re¬ 
searchers.  However,  it  was  high  time 
for  another,  decided  the  Historical 
Commission  members.  They  selected 
Gunn  to  write  it.  He  is  a  member  of 
First  Baptist  Church,  Cleveland,  who 
before  retirement  was  academic  dean 
at  Delta  State  University.  Since  July, 
1981,  he  has  been  executive  secretary 
of  the  Commission. 

Where  to  begin  and  who  to  include 


in  the  book?  These  questions  came 
first.  Gunn  turned  to  Miss  Edwina 
Robinson  for  some  answers.  Since  she 
retired  as  executive  director  of 
Mississippi  WMU,  Miss  Robinson  has 
been  a  resarcher  for  the  Historical 
Commission.  For  this  biography  pro¬ 
ject,  she  searched  for  names  in  an¬ 
nuals  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  from  1895  to  the  present. 
From  that  study,  she  estimated  that 
at  least  10,000  ordained  ministers  have 
served  in  the  state  during  that  time. 

To  narrow  the  field,  Gunn  chose  to 
include  in  this  first  volume  only  those 
ordained  ministers  who  are  still 
living— in  Mississippi  or  elsewhere— 
who  have  at  some  time  served  pas¬ 
torates  in  this  state.  (This  includes 
associational  missionaries  and 
retired  pastors,  too. ) 


In  future  volumes,  he  plans  to  work 
backward  toward  1900. 

In  1983,  questionnaires  were  mail¬ 
ed  to  1,761  pastors  in  the  state,  asking 
for  biographical  information,  lb  date, 
629  of  these  have  been  returned.  As 
two  years  have  elapsed  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  possibly  many  of  those  629  need 
to  be  updated  now.  Gunn  states  that 
anyone  who  wishes  to  send  in  an  up¬ 
date  still  has  time  to  do  so.  He  has  not 
set  a  deadline  yet,  when  he  will  have 
to  stop  taking  new  information,  but 
thinks  it  will  be  some  time  during 
1986. 

Ordained  ministers  who  want  their 
names  and  biographies  in  the  book 
are  urged  to  send  information.  They 
may  obtain  the  biographical  form  by 
writing  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
(Continued  on  page  8) 


Jack  Gunn  rechecks  biographies  completed  to  date,  which  vary  in  length  from  one- 
half  page  to  two  pages  each. 
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Dallas,  ’85  — 

the  bottom  line 


(Continued  from  page  2) 
Criswell,  etc.  who  are  independent 
pastors  cooperating  with  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  and  working 
directly  with  the  people  who  give  the 
money  to  support  Honeycutt,  Dilday, 
and  Parks.  We  cannot,  yea  must  not, 
continue  to  tolerate  denominational 
servants  who  assume  ecclesiastical 
authority  to  use  their  high  positions 
and  Cooperative  Program  dollars  to 
fight  against  those  who  pay  their  com¬ 
fortable  salaries.  A  wbrd  to  the  wise 
should  be  sufficient.  The  overwhelm¬ 
ing  majority  of  Southern  Baptists  will 
identify  with  the  conservatives. 
Whether  enough  will  make  it  to  Dallas 
in  June  to  thwart  this  ruthless  attempt 
remains  to  be  seen.  But  be  assured, 
the  real  power  and  authority  will  not 
be  settled  in  Dallas ;  and  it  will  not  be 
vested  in  either  Honeycutt  or  Pressler. 

Keith  Parks  should  reconsider  his 
stand  and  apologize  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  people  for  bringing  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  into  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  controversy,  or  else  he 
should  resign  his  high  office,  as  should 


Honeycutt  and  Dilday.  If  they  must 
get  involved  in  a  fight  they  should  get 
out  of  denominational  service. 

The  losers  in  this  battle  will  be  the 
Cooperative  Program  and  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world.  I  do  not 
want  to  have  to  make  a  choice  in 
Dallas,  and  I  pray  that  the  convention 
will  not  split.  The  smart  thing  for  all 
to  do  would  be  to  re-elect  Charles 
Stanley  to  a  second  term  and  use  the 
next  12  months  as  a  cooling  off  period. 
Next  year  all  groups  could  do 
whatever  they  must  to  get  their  man 
elected  president  and  without  getting 
personalities  involved  as  would  be  the 
case  with  Stanley’s  defeat  this  year. 
This  reasonable  approach  just  might 
prevent  a  split  that  we  may  never 
come  this  close  to  again.  However,  the 
defeat  of  Stanley,  under  the  current 
circumstances,  may  very  well  split 
the  greatest  missions  organization 
this  world  has  ever  known.  Satan 
wants  to  see  it  happen,  but  do  we?  The 
choice  is  ours,  not  his. 

G.  Wiley  Gann  is  pastor  of  the  Rien- 
zi  Baptist  Church,  Rienzi. 


DOMs  will 
meet  June  9-10 

DALLAS  (BP)— The  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Conference  of  Directors  of  Mis¬ 
sions  will  meet  June  9-10  at  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Expressway  Inn,  Dallas,  prior  to 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  three-session  program,  under 
the  theme,  “The  Director  of 
Missions— Who?  How?”  will  look  at 
basic  information  for  the  job. 

During  the  opening  session  Sunday 
afternoon:  J.  Woodrow  F*uller,  retired 
director  of  missions  in  Texas  and 
Florida,  will  discuss  “Who  is  a  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Missions  and  What  Does  He 
Do?,”  while  his  wife,  June  Fuller,  will 
talk  about  the  role  of  a  wife  of  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  ;  Morton  Rose,  vice- 
president  at  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  will  discuss  “How  Does 
a  Director  of  Missions  Maintain  Ex¬ 
cellence  in  Programs?,”  and  William 
Pinson,  executive  director  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  General  Convention  of  Texas,  will 
speak  on  “How  Does  a  Director  of 
Missions  Dream?” 

Sunday  evening  Gene  Daniel,  senior 
vice-president  for  marketing  at  the 
Annuity  Board,  will  explore  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  Annuity  Board 
and  the  director  of  missions. 

During  the  closing  session  Monday 
morning,  Doram  C.  McCarty,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Golden  Gate  Seminary,  Mill 
Valley,  Calif.,  will  speak  on  “What 
Does  the  Future  Hold?”  and  W.  E. 
Thome;  retired  president  of  Dallas 
Baptist  University,  will  discuss,  “How 
Does  a  Director  of  Missions  Plan  for 
and  Enjoy  Retirement?” 


Hanna-Barbera  to  produce 
Bible  stories  for  children 

LOS  ANGELES,  Calif.  (EP)— The  company  that  popularized  Yogi  Bear 
and  Huckleberry  Hound  is  trying  something  new :  animated  Bible  stories 
on  video  cassettes.  Hanna-Barbera  will  spend  about  $20  million  over  the 
next  five  years  on  “The  Greatest  Adventure:  Stories  From  the  Bible.” 

Already  in  production,  the  first  six  stories  in  the  series  include  “David 
and  Goliath,”  “Noah  and  the  Ark,”  and  “Samson  and  Delilah.”  The 
30-minute  tapes  should  be  available  in  video  stores  by  October,  and  are 
expected  to  sell  for  approximately  $20  each. 


Sigrests  will  give  concert  during 
SBC  music  meet  at  First,  Dallas 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  role  of  music 
in  missions  and  evangelism  will 
receive  considerable  attention  during 
the  1985  meeting  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  Music  Conference,  June 
9-10  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Dallas. 

The  conference  meets  .each  year 
prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  which  is  set  for  June  11-13  at  the 
Dallas  Convention  Center. 

There  will  be  two  sessions  Sunday, 
June  9,  and  three  sessions  June  10. 

The  Sunday  afternoon  session 
features  the  theme  address,  “Musi¬ 
cians  on  Mission,”  by  Wes  Forbis, 
secretary  of  the  church  music  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board  in  Nashville,  Tfenn. ;  concerts  by 
the  Southwestern  Seminary  Singers 
and  Neilson  and  Young  (concert  ar¬ 
tists  from  Dallas),  and  a  lec¬ 
ture/demonstration  on  “Choral 
Techniques  for  the  Church,”  by  Hugh 
Sanders,  professor  at  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity,  Waco,  Ttexas. 

Sunday  night  will  include  worship  at 
First  Baptist,  including  music  by  the 


church  choirs  and  orchestra  and  a 
sermon  by  Pastor  W.  A.  Criswell. 
Other  program  activities  include  an 
organ  recital  by  Joyce  Jones,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Baylor;  a  concert  by  the 
Southern  Seminary  Choir  from 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  presentation  of  a 
commissioned  anthem,  “Lord  Thy 
Church  on  Earth  is  Seeking,”  by 
David  Schwoebel,  music  assistant  at 
First  Baptist  Church,  Montgomery, 
Ala. 

The  evening  will  close  with  a  recep¬ 
tion  hosted  by  the  church  music 
department  of  the  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas. 

Monday  morning  will  begin  with 
worship  led  by  Joel  Gregory,  pro¬ 
fessor  at  Southwestern  seminary, 
followed  by  a  concert  by  the  Sunset 
Serenaders  of  Cliff  Temple  Baptist 
Church  in  Dallas,  and  a  panel  discus¬ 
sion  on  “The  Role  of  the  Music 
Evangelist.” 

The  session  also  will  include  presen¬ 
tation  of  honorary  memberships  and 
a  concert  by  R.  L.  and  Beth  Sigrest, 


music  evangelists  from  Yazoo  City, 
Miss. 

Monday  afternoon  will  center  on 
“Musician  on  Missions  ...  in  Action” 
with  looks  at  prison  ministry,  youth 
choir  mission  tours  and  “Adopt  a  Mis¬ 
sionary.”  There  also  will  be  concerts 
by  Carol  McClure  Hahn,  a  harpist 
from  Atlanta  and  the  Singing  Chur¬ 
chmen  of  Oklahoma  and  another  lec¬ 
ture/demonstration  by  Sanders  on 
“Choral  Techniques  in  the  Church. 

The  closing  session,  Monday  even¬ 
ing,  includes  another  sermon  by 
Gregory  and  two  concerts :  one  by  the 
choir  and  orchestra  from  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Roanoke,  Va.,  and 
another  by  the  combined  voices  of  the 
1985  Ttexas  Baptist  All-State  Youth 
Choir  and  the  Singing  Men  of  Ttexas. 


It  is  easy  to  dodge  our  respon¬ 
sibilities,  but  we  cannot  dodge  the 
consequences  of  dodging  our  respon¬ 
sibilities.  —  English  Digest 


Southern  Baptist  evangelists 
set  Dallas  meeting,  program 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Robert  Hamblin, 
Bill  Stafford,  and  Jerry  Vines  will  be 
featured  speakers  at  the  Conference 
of  Southern  Baptist  Evangelists,  June 
10-12  in  Dallas. 

The  meeting,  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  annual  session  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  will  hold 
its  primary  meeting  at  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Dallas,  June  12.  The 
business  session  and  three  fellowship 
functions  will  be  at  the  Hyatt  Regen¬ 
cy  Hotel  in  Dallas. 

Robert  Hamblin,  vice-president  for 
evangelism  at  the  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board;  Bill  Stafford, 
an  evangelist  from  Chattanooga, 
Tam. ;  and  Jerry  Vines,  co-pastor  of 
First  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  will 


preach  to  the  gathering.  Hamblin  is 
former  pastor  of  Harrisburg  Church, 
Tupelo.  r 

Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Atlanta,  will  deliver  greetings 
to  the  evangelists  as  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

The  Home  Mission  Board  will  host 
a  reception  for  all  Southern  Baptist 
evangelists  and  state  directors  of 
evangelism  Monday,  10-11:30  p.m.,  at 
the  Hyatt  Regency  Hotel. 

Then  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
nights,  after  the  SBC  sessions  have 
adjourned,  the  C.O.S.B.E.  will  host  a 
Festival  of  Praise  featuring  15  in¬ 
dividuals  or  groups  each  night  who 
are  music  evangelists  from  10-11:30. 
The  public  is  invited. 


Petty  will  speak  during 


family  week 

Charles  Petty  of  Raleigh,  N.  C.  will 
be  the  speaker  during  family  enrich¬ 
ment  week  July  1  to  5  at  Gulfshore 

■  Assembly  at  Pass 
Christian. 

Petty  is  the 
developer  of  the 
film  and  tape 
series  titled  “Suc¬ 
cess  in  Marriage.” 
Family  Enrich¬ 
ment  Week  is 
sponsored  by  the 
Petty  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Christian  Action  Commission. 

Billy  Johnson,  pastor  of  Dixie 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  and  his  wife  will 
also  be  program  personalities  and  will 
present  samples  of  the  Parenting  by 
Grace  program,  according  to  Paul 
Jones,  executive  director-treasurer  of 


at  Gulfshore 

the  Christian  Action  Commission. 

The  music  will  be  led  by  Bill  Bacon, 
minister  of  music  at  First  Church, 
Clinton,  and  his  wife,  Martha.  Mrs. 
Bacon  is  a  recording  artist  and  col¬ 
lege  voice  teacher. 

Family  Enrichment  Week  will  be¬ 
gin  with  supper  on  Monday  evening 
and  conclude  with  lunch  on  Friday.  A 
registration  fee  of  $30  per  person  or 
$60  per  family  is  required,  Jones 
noted.  Registration  details  should  be 
worked  out  with  Gulfshore  Assembly, 
he  said. 

“Family  Enrichment  Week  is  de¬ 
signed  to  “provide  opportunities  for 
already  good  marriages  to  experience 
the  opportunity  for  growth,  affirma¬ 
tion,  and  renewal,”  Jones  said. 

There  will  be  learning  activities  for 
all  children  and  young  people,  he  said. 
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Moore  announces  availability 
as  SBC  president  nominee 

a 

* 

By  Toby  Druin 


AMARILLO,  Texas  (BP)-With  the 
urging  of  “several  hundred  letters” 
ind  the  conviction  “it  is  time  to  turn 
our  convention  back  to  the 
mainstream  and  its  main  commit¬ 
ment  to  missions,  Christian  educa¬ 
tion,  and  service,”  former  Mississip¬ 
pi  pastor  W.  Winfred  Moore  announc¬ 
ed  May  10  he  will  allow  his  nomina¬ 
tion  for  president  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention. 

The  announcement,  he  said,  came 
after  long  deliberations  and  prayer 
and  with  the  full  support  of  his  wife 
and  the  deacons  of  First  Church, 
Amarillo,  where  he  has  been  pastor 
for  the  last  25  years. 

Moore,  65,  thus  ended  months  of 
speculation  about  whether  he  would 
oppose  current  SBC  President 
Charles  Stanley  who  previously  an¬ 
nounced  he  will  permit  his  nomination 
for  a  second  year. 

Moore,  who  is  in  his  second  year  as 
president  of  the  Baptist  General  Con¬ 
vention  of  Texas,  said  after  his  second 
straight  election  without  opposition 
last  fall  that  he  thought  neither  he  nor 
Stanley  were  the  man  to  lead  the  SBC. 
He  has  changed  his  mind,  he  said, 
“Because  nobody  else  has  come  for¬ 
ward  to  say  they  are  willing  to  do  it.” 

“I  have  kept  hoping  somebody 
would  emerge  that  everybody  could 
agree  is  the  person  to  lead  us,  but  it 
hasn’t  happened,”  he  said.  Instead,  he 
has  received  hundreds  of  letters  from 
pastors  and  laymen  from  every  area 
of  the  SBC  insisting  that  he  is  the 
man,  he  said. 

Nevertheless,  he  does  so  reluctant¬ 
ly,  he  said. 

“I  have  found  myself  in  the  middle 
of  this  through  the  nomination  I  made 
last  year,”  he  said,  referring  to  his  un¬ 
successful  nomination  of  Dallas 
pastor  Bruce  Mclver  to  replace  that 
of  Paul  Pressler  of  Houston  for  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee. 

“Nobody  asked  me  to  make  that 
nomination  and  I  did  so  without  any 
animosity  toward  anyone,”  he  said.  “I 
just  didn’t  think  it  <  Pressler’s  nomina¬ 
tion)  represented  mainstream  Texas 
Baptists— where  we  are.” 

H/e  said,  “as  the  year  has  gone  by 
and  I  have  tried  to  look  at  what  we  are 
doing  as  Southern  Baptists,  I  have 
been  convicted  we  have  to  go  back  and 
support  our  institutions  and  agencies 
and  get  on  with  Bold  Mission  Thrust.” 

He  never  has  given  credence  to  the 
charge  of  “liberal  drift”  in  the  conven¬ 
tion,  he  said,  "Because  I  know  where 
I  stood  and  where  the  people  I  am 
associated  with  stand— as  conser¬ 
vative  as  anybody  could  be.” 

“In  fact,  I  have  been  kidded  and 
laughed  at  about  being  such  an  arch 
conservative.  The  people  I  know  are 
people  who  believe  the  Bible. 

"As  I  have  said  many  times,  I  don’t 
agree  with  all  of  them  but  it  doesn't 
occur  to  me,  just  because  I  disagree 
with  them  that  they  don’t  believe  the 
Bible.  There  may  be  some  who  don’t 
but  I  don’t  know  them.” 

Of  his  own  theology,  Moore  said,  “I 
believe  the  Bible  just  like  it’s  written. 
I  accept  it  as  God’s  word  to  me  I  have 


no  problem  accepting  any  of  it, 
original  manuscripts  of  the  Bible  we 
have  today.” 

“I  don’t  understand  a  lot  of  it,”  he 
added,  ‘“but  I  accept  that  which  I  do 
understand  and  that  which  I  don’t— 
every  bit  of  it  from  beginning  to  end.” 

Moore’s  church  was  for  many  years 
the  SBC  leader  in  contributions 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  and 
this  year  will  give  $827,000—19.5  per¬ 
cent  of  its  undesignated  receipts. 

“The  church  voted  in  1981  to  in¬ 
crease  its  Cooperative  Program  sup¬ 
port  by  10  percent  per  year  through 
the  1980s,”  Moore  said,  “and  thus  far 
we  are  ahead  of  schedule.” 

If  he  is  not  elected  SBC  president, 
he  said,  it  will  have  no  effect  on  the 
church’s  CP  support.  "We  are  going  to 
keep  on  giving  just  exactly  like  we 
have  been  giving,  no  matter  who  is 
elected,”  he  said.  r 

Some  fundamentalist  leaders  have 
indicated  they  might  lead  their  chur¬ 
ches  to  “escrow”  their  Cooperative 
Program  gifts  if  Stanley  is  not  elected. 
Others  have  asked  they  be  allowed  to 
exclude  some  SBC  agencies  from 
their  gifts  and  still  have  them  con¬ 
sidered  Cooperative  Program  gifts. 

In  the  late  1960s  Moore’s  church  ask¬ 
ed  the  Christian  Life  Commission  be 
excluded  from  receiving  its  share  of 
the  church’s  CP  gifts  because  of  the 
sponsorship  of  a  seminar  in  Atlanta 
which  featured  an  address  by  a 
Playboy  magazine  editor. 

“That  was  a  mistake,”  Moore  said. 
“I  still  disagree  as  completely  with 
them  as  I  did  then,  but  if  I  were  do¬ 
ing  it  today  I  would  certainly  do  it  dif¬ 
ferently.  I  would  go  sit  down  with  Foy 
Valentine  (CLC  executive  director) 
and  discuss  it.  I  would  use  the  pro¬ 
cess.” 

“I  think  now  that  what  I  did  was 
worse  than  what  they  had  done.  My 
reaction  was  bad,”  Moore  said. 

He  decries  the  emergence  Of 
politics  in  the  denomination,  he  said, 
and  doesn’t  like  any  part  of  it— on  my 
side. 

If  elected,  he  said,  he  will  support 
a  committee  to  try  to  find  a  solution 


to  the  denominational  controversy. 

“The  only  way  we  can  arriye  at 
reconciliation  is  to  look  specifically  at 
areas  where  people  think  there  are 
problems,  whether  in  the  seminaries 
or  agencies,”  he  said,  “to  look  at  them 
realistically,  prayerfully,  with  a  View 
to  making  whatever  corrections  need 
to  be  made  without  accusing  anybody 
and  everybody.” 

Such  a  committee,  he  said,  would 
have  to  represent  every  school  of 
thought— ‘to  sit  down  together  and 
work  through  this  so  we  can  all  do  the 
mission  work  God  has  given  us  to  do.” 

Moore  is  a  native  of  Tennessee.  He 
received  his  education  at  Lambeth 
College,  Union  University,  and  George 
Peabody  College.  He  has  been  award¬ 
ed  honorary  doctorates  by  Wayland 
Baptist  University  and  Baylor  Univer¬ 
sity.  he  did  not  attend  seminary. 

He  has  a  long  history  of  involve¬ 
ment  in  the  Amarillo  association  and 
Texas  convention.  He  was  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  reorganize  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  board  staff  a  few  years  ago 
and  was  a  member  of  the  search  com¬ 
mittee  which  recommended  William 
M.  Pinson  Jr.  as  executive  director  of 
the  Texas  convention  in  1982 

First  Baptist  of  Amarillo,  has  more 
than  10,000  members  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  churches  in  the  SBC.  Last  year 
it  recorded  234  baptisms  and  $591,428 
in  gifts  to  the  Cooperative  Program. 

Its  total  gifts  to  missions  were 
$1,266,204  out  of  total  receipts  of  $4.8 
million. 

Moore  came  to  the  Amarillo  church 
in  1959.  He  also  has  been  pastor  of 
Olive  Branch  Baptist  Church,  Olive 
Branch,  Miss.;  Harrisburg  Baptist 
Church,  Tupelo,  Miss. ;  First  Baptist 
Church,  Borger,  Texas,  and  Central 
Park  Baptist  Church,  Birmingham. 
Ala. 

Moore  married  his  wife,  Elizabeth, 
when  they  were  seniors  in  college. 
They  have  three  children:  a  son  and 
daughter  who  live  in  Dallas,  a 
daughter  in  Amarillo,  and  four 
grandchildren. 

Druin  writes  for  the  Texas  Baptist 
Standard. 


Reynolds  bans  Baylor  film  group 


WACO,  Texas  (BP)  —  Baylor 
University  President  Herbert  H. 
Reynolds  has  suspended  a  campus 
film  society  for  violating  university 
standards.  At  the  same  time  he  crit¬ 
icized  “a  small  but  diligent  group  of 
fundamentalist  students”  whom  he 
compared  with  the  Russian  secret 
police.  The  students,  he  said,  “com¬ 
prise  a  religious  KGB"  on  the  Baylor 
campus. 

The  film  society,  an  independent 
student  group  with  faculty  advisers 
but  which  receives  no  university 
funding,  was  suspended  for  a  year,  un¬ 
til  the  spring  semester  of  1986,  for  an 
April  10  showing  of  the  movie  “If . . 

The  offending  movie,  reportedly 


seen  by  about  600  Baylor  students  in 
two  showings,  was  produced  in 
England  in  1969  and  is  a  study  of  three 
boys  in  an  English  public  school  who 
violently  rebel  against  the  school’s 
strict  disciplinary  system.  It  original¬ 
ly  had  an  X  rating  but  has  been  cut 
for  wider  acceptance.  The  revised  ver¬ 
sion  was  shown  at  Baylor. 

In  a  prepared  statement,  Reynolds 
said  the  film,  “which  alternates  in 
technique  between  fact  and  fantasy, 
involves  a  certain  ridicule  of  the 
norms  embraced  by  most  of  our  con¬ 
stituency  and  is  not  in  keeping  with 
the  standards  of  Baylor  as  a  univer¬ 
sity  committed  to  both  revealed  and 
discovered  truth.” 


Two  from  state  are 
named  to  credentials 


DALLAS  (BP)— Two  Mississippians 
have  been  named  to  the  credentials 
committee  for  the  1985  annual 
meeting  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  June  11-13,  in  the  Dallas  Con¬ 
vention  Center. 

They  are  Eddie  L.  Hamilton,  pastor. 
First  Church,  Carthage,  and  James 
Merritt,  pastor,  Highland  Church, 
Laurel. 

These  two  were  among  Southern 
Baptists  named  to  the  credentials  and 
tellers  committees  by  SBC  President 
Charles  Stanley. 

Stanley,  as  president,  appoints  both 
committees.  The  credentials  commit¬ 
tee  is  appointed  by  the  convention 
president  “in  consultation  with  the 
vice-presidents,”  while  the  tellers 


body  is  named  by  the  president,  “in 
consultation  with  the  registration 
secretary.” 

Porter  works  with  both  committees 
during  the  three-day  annual  meeting. 

The  credentials  committee,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  SBC  by-laws,  “shall 
review  and  rule  upon  any  questions 
which  may  arise  in  registration  con¬ 
cerning  the  credentials  of 
messengers.”  The  26-member  group 
also  considers  “any  contention  arising 
on  the  floor  ( of  the  convention )  con¬ 
cerning  seating  of  messengers. 

The  tellers  committee,  made  up  of 
13  members,  is  responsible  for 
tabulating  any  vote  taken  by  ballot 
during  the  convention. 


CATLIMBURC 


Summer 
in  the  Smokies 

The  Value  of  a  Lifetime  at  a 
better  place  to  be 

VACATION  FOR  2  NIGHTS 

in  the  Beautiful  Holiday  Inn  of  Gatlinburg 

DBL  Offer  Expires  11  30-85 

OCC 

(Extra  Nights  $54.50) 

(2  Bed  Economy  Room  Only) 

(Children  Free I 

Not  Valid  July  4,  or 
Labor  Day  Weekend. 

(Offer  Limited  on  Weekends  Sept,  or  Oct.) 

Enjoy  the  Holidome®  Center,  3  pools, 

(1  outdoor),  2  Saunas,  and  Whirlpool 
CALL  NOW 

1  800435  9201  (Outside  TN) 
1-800-435-9202  (TN) 

For  additional  information  call 
615-436-9201 


you  must  mention  this  special  when  call¬ 
ing  for  reservations,  and  present  this 
coupon  for  the  special  rate  prior  to 
registration.  This  rate  not  good  m 
combination  with  other  discounts 
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My  heart  in  Bella  Vista 


An  "asado"  was  held  at  Oeste  Church  in  Mendoza  on  Saturday  for  all  of  the 
Mississippians,  the  translators,  and  the  Argentine  pastors  and  their  wives. 


Mississippians,  Argentine  pastors  and  their  wives,  and  missionaries  enjoy  fellowship 
at  the  asado. 


The  choir  at  the  Rio  Gallegos  Church  practices  following  a  service.  Services  began 
at  9  p.m.  and  usually  lasted  until  about  10:30  or  11  p.m. 


Isabel  Garro  is  the  only  Baptist  in  a 
Catholic  family  in  Godoy  Cruz,  a  suburb 
of  Mendoza,  Argentina.  She  led  a 
Mississippi  team  to  a  woman  who  made 
a  profession  of  faith  and  later  invited  the 
team  into  her  home  for  dinner  and  to  meet 
her  parents  and  her  brothers. 


USjJjSji  Patricio  Lucero,  left,  pastor  of  Oeste  Church.  Mendoza,  and  Mrs  Lucero  sit  beside 

^ missionary  Meil  pastor  the 

Lucero  was  chairman  of  deacons  that  time  When  another  pastor  could  not  be 

found,  he  resigned  his  job  at  the  post  office  and  assumed  the  pastorate.  All  four 
A  rare  picture  of  the  editor  is  shown  as  he  relaxes  during  a  tour  of  downtown  Men-  of  the  Lucero  children  are  engaged  in  vocational  Christian  services  and  have  been 
doza  with  Silvia  Molina  and  Jesse  McMillan,  right.  Diego  Molina  took  the  picture,  or  are  students  in  the  seminary. 


Missionary  Walker  greets  a  new 


member  of  the  church  at  Rio  Gallegos 
Also  at  the  back  of  the  church  are  Jose 
Opozco,  Pastor  Raul  Ramos,  and 
evangelist  Jesse  McMillan 


On  the  inside  of  the  Bella  Vista  Church,  poles  hold  up  a  side  wall  to  keep  it  from 
falling  inward.  The  church  was  damaged  by  an  earthquake  Jan.  26  and  con¬ 
demned  Ariel  Barrios,  a  member,  stands  beside  the  poles.  Ariel,  who  is  15  years 
of  age,  is  choir  director  for  the  church. 


Earthquake  at  Godoy  Cruz 

A  dramatic  scene  of  earthquake  damage  was  quickly  shot  through  a  car  window 
during  a  tour  of  the  area  affected.  Godoy  Cruz  received  major  damage. 


Thursday,  May  23,  1985 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  7 


Pan-American  journey 


Three  young  Baptist  men  in  Argen¬ 
tina  are  about  to  undertake  an  adven¬ 
ture  I’ve  always  thought  would  be  fan¬ 
tastic.  Wonder  if  they’d  let  me  tag 
along?  I  read  about  it  in  the  May  issue 
of  El  Expositor  Bautista  (the  Baptist 
Expositor  that  the  editor  brought 
back  from  Argentina.  The  paper’s 
written  in  Spanish,  but  Jean  Glaze 
and  Don  Mines  filled  in  for  me  the 
parts  I  wasn’t  sure  about. 

Ruben  Daniel  Simari,  23,  Santiago 
Roque  Troiano,  22,  and  Daniel 
Esteban  Cilenti,  20,  all  of  Rosario, 
Argentina,  are  planning  to  drive  from 
Rosario  to  Los  Angeles  for  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance  meeting  in  July,  and 
then  drive  home  again.  They  expect 
their  trip  with  sideline  stops  to  take 
three  months.  The  round-trip  distance 
they  estimate  will  be  30,000 
kilometers. 

How  did  they  get  the  idea?  They  at¬ 
tended  the  Baptist  World  Youth  Con¬ 
gress  held  in  Buenos  Aires  and  felt 
there,  they  said,  the  “fraternal  love 
and  unity  in  the  family  of  Christ.” 


They  met  young  people  from  all  over 
the  world,  with  the  same  faith  as  they. 
In  all,  the  congress  was  such  a  high 
point  for  them  that  they  wanted  to 
relieve  such  an  experience,  this  time 
in  Los  Angeles. 

lb  get  ready,  they  are  saving  money 
to  buy  a  car.  They  will  then  equip  it 
so  that  they  can  sleep  and  eat  in  it 
along  the  way. 

They  plan  to  leave  the  first  week  of 
June  by  the  Pan-American  Highway, 
to  drive  through  Bolivia,  Peru, 
Ecuador,  and  Colombia,  and  then  to 
“skip  over”  by  ship  to  Central 
America,  and  drive  through  Hon¬ 
duras,  Guatemala,  Mexico,  and  the 
U.S.  to  Los  Angeles.  Along  the  way, 
they  will  visit  in  Baptist  churches. 

“We  call  this  a  journey  of  Christian 
love,”  they  say.  They  are  going  to  take 
souvenir  pennants  and  tracts  and 
other  printed  materials  from  their 
church,  Distrito  Sue  Sur  de  Rosario, 
to  distribute  in  some  of  the  cities  they 
pass  through. 


Honeymoon  on  horseback 

And  in  my  mail  last  week  came  a  end  of  the  room.  Those  of  us  who  had 


letter  from  Paraguay,  from  Dennis 
and  Jean  McEntire,  some  of  our  mis¬ 
sionary  partners  I  met  in  Argentina 
a  couple  of  years  ago.  They  describ¬ 
ed  a  wedding  that  took  place  Satur¬ 
day,  April  13,  in  their  new  church 
building  at  Coronel  Oviedo,  Paraguay. 
It  was  no  run-of-the-mill  occasion.  It 
was  so  unusual  that  I  felt  an  urge  to 
share  their  story. 

“The  wedding  was  special,  not  on¬ 
ly  because  it  was  the  first  to  be 
celebrated  in  the  building.  Nor  was  it 
special  because  all  of  us  had  to  walk 
in  the  mud  and  rain  to  get  to  the 
church  building  (our  car  was  struck 
in  the  mud.) 

‘The  wedding  was  special  mainly 
because  the  bride  and  groom  came  on 
horseback  from  16  kilometers  away 
(10  miles).  They  were  accompanied 
by  three  relatives— the  others  were 
unable  to  trudge  through  the  deep 
mud  or  cross  the  swollen  creek. 

“A  handful  of  the  church  members 
was  there  to  support  the  young  couple 
Some  brought  potted  plants  to 
decorate  the  room.  The  day  before  the 
wedding  we  had  hung  up  a  curtain  to 
hide  the  ugly  wooden  window  at  one 


walked  or  come  on  horseback  chang¬ 
ed  clothes  in  the  church  building.  Den¬ 
nis  officiated  in  rubber  boots. 

“The  wedding  march  was  played  on 
a  cassette  recorder.  Since  the  rehear¬ 
sal  had  been  rained  out,  last  minute 
instructions  were  given  before  start¬ 
ing  and  other  details  were  explained 
during  the  ceremony.  Even  those  were 
not  very  effective,  since  the  bride  and 
groom,  Wilfrida  and  Porfirio,  speak 
mostly  Guarani  and  very  little 
Spanish. 

“When  the  final  blessing  had  been 
said  and  ten  pictures  were  taken  by 
the  photographer,  everyone  changed 
to  his  wet  travelling  clothes,  and  the 
wedding  party  returned  on  horseback 
to  their  farming  community. 

“In  spite  of  the  unusual  cir¬ 
cumstances,  that  wedding  was  mean¬ 
ingful  for  us  all,  and  it  marked  the 
beginning  of  one  more  Christian  fami¬ 
ly  in  the  humble  cotton  fields  of  Ihcua 
Cora.” 

And  I  dared  to  complain  about  two 
flat  tires  in  one  week,  rather  than  be¬ 
ing  grateful  that  I  was  bothered  by 
neither  mud  nor  flood. 


Help  for  gamblers 
remains  hard  to  find 

The  problems  of  compulsive  gambl-  pulsive  Gambling  plut  the  figure  at  8 
ing  in  America  are  multiplying  daily  million. 

as  the  public  infatuation  with  gam-  Despite  such  alarming  statistics, 
bling  as  popular  “entertainment”  help  for  pathological  gamblers  is  hard 
continues.  to  find. 

Experts  in  the  treatment  of  com- 
According  to  the  National  Founda  pulsive  gamblers  point  out  that  more 
tion  for  Study  and  Treatment  of  than  4,000  programs  exist  to  treat 
Pathological  Gambling,  there  are  at  America’s  9  to  10  million  alcoholics, 
least  2  million  pathological  gamblers  but  there  are  fewer  than  a  dozen  in- 
nationwide.  Gamblers  Anonymous  patient  programs  to  treat  the  coun- 
and  the  National  Council  on  Com-  try’s  pathological  gamblers. 


Missions  in  basketball 

Editor: 

Lonnie  Turner,  Southern  Baptist 
missionary  in  Lusaka,  Zambia,  has 
expressed  a  need  for  the  following: 

1.  Up  to  30  basketball  uniforms. 

2.  Several  basketballs  (used  ones 
okay). 

3.  Basketball  shoes  (used  ones 
okay). 

4.  A  basketball  team  that  would  go 
to  Zambia  during  the  summer  of  1986 
to  conduct  basketball  teaching  camps 
and  share  the  gospel. 

For  further  information,  write:  Lon¬ 
nie  Turner;  Baptist  Student  Ministry; 
P.  O.  Box  320196;  Lusaka,  ZAMBIA. 
Owen  Cooper 
Yazoo  City 

Guest  opinion  timely 

Editor: 

I  thought  the  guest  editorial,  “The 
Healing  of  our  Denomination,”  was 
both  timely  and  appropriate. 

Indeed,  there  is  a  need  for  repen¬ 
tance  in  the  S.B.C.  for  pride,  among 
other  things.  We  pride  ourselves  in  be¬ 
ing  the  largest  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States,  although  we 
cannot  find  half  of  our  14  million 
members.  We  pride  ourselves  in  hav¬ 
ing  two  of  the  three  largest  seminaries 
in  the  world.  We  pride  ourselves  in  the 
fact  that  we  support  the  world’s 
largest  missionary  force. 

When  I  was  in  Glorieta  last  year,  a 
man  received  a  standing  ovation  for 
having  a  fast-growing  church.  I  could 
not  help. but  feel  that  we  were  there 


praising  that  pastor  instead  of  prais¬ 
ing  God  for  what  He  was  doing  in  that 
church.  We  need  to  give  God  the  glory 
for  His  work  in  the  S.B.C. 

Lastly,  we  need  to  remember  that 
God  does  not  play  denominational 
favorites.  Every  great  movement  of 
God  in  history  has  crossed  denomina¬ 
tional  lines. 

Bill  Barrett 
Philadelphia,  PA 

Politics  for  power 

Editor:  _____ 

It  is  truly  sad  when  men  of  great 
oratorical  ability  preach  to  the 
multitudes  and  never  come  to  know 
the  Christ  they  preach.  It  is  a  long, 
long  way  from  the  Son  of  God  on  his 
knees,  washing  his  disciple’s  feet,  to 
ambitious  preachers  using  politics  to 
gain  power  in  a  Christian  convention. 

Ryburn  T.  Stancil 
Terry 

Dedication  conflict 

Editor: 

I  am  writing  to  address  a  problem 
that  confronts  me  as  a  grandmother. 
Many  Baptist  churches  now  have  a 
dedication  service  for  all  babies  born 
in  their  church  family  during  the  past 
year.  One  of  my  five  grandchildren 
was  dedicated  on  Mother’s  Day.  This 
is  the  second  time  the  dedication  ser¬ 
vice  for  one  of  my  grandchildren  has 
been  on  Mother’s  Day.  What  a  happy 
experience  it  would  have  been  for  me 
to  be  present  at  this  service;  however. 


cancer 


“Matter  is  all  there  is.”  So  boasts  a  popular  definition  of  communism. 
That  may  be  an  over-simplication.  However,  it  goes  a  long  way  to  describe 
a  form  of  government  that  utterly  denies  the  spiritual.  You’ll  see  an  ice 
storm  in  August  before  you  read  “In  God  We  Trust”  on  the  coins  of  a 
communist  state. 

“Matter  is  all  that  counts”  is  a  philosophy  that  comes  closer  to  the 
American  home.  Those  who  believe  this  may  not  totally  deny  the 
spiritual,  but  they  do  discount  it.  Persons  of  this  ethic  are  in  ail  areas 
of  life.  They  walk  the  streets  of  American  cities,  cultivate  the  farms  of 
the  Midwest,  drive  the  interstate  highways,  and  watch  “All  My  Children  " 
They  even  show  up  in  Baptist  churches. 

“Matter  is  all  that  counts”  is  a  subtle  philosophy.  Like  a  silent  cancer, 
it  weakens  a  victim  before  he  knows  it.  How  do  you  identify  such  a  vic- 
tion?  Very  simple:  he  values  only  what  can  be  totaled  on  an  adding 
machine,  deposited  in  a  checking  account,  invested  in  a  business,  plot¬ 
ted  on  a  computer.  Nothing  else  matters.  Only  the  cold  feel  of  cash  and 
what  it  can  buy  at  the  supermarket,  the  drive-in,  the  shopping  mall,  the 
sports  stadium. 

In  our  saner  moments,  we  know  there’s  more  to  life.  We  sense  the  un¬ 
seen,  listen  to  the  laughter  of  children,  stand  in  awe  at  the  presence  of 
God.  But  too  often  “the  still  small  voice”  is  drowned  in  the  commerce 
of  the  marketplace.  Planned  Growth  in  Giving,  a  Southern  Baptist  em¬ 
phasis  from  1985  to  2,000  A.C.,  can  help  bring  that  voice  to  life.  Don't  miss 
it.  David  Michel,  state  stewarship  department,  has  more  details. 

PLANNED  GROWTH  IN  GIVING 
“More  than  a  slogan— bigger  than  a  program” 


the  fact  that  it  was  on  Mother’s  Day 
presents  a  problem  for  me. 

I  am  fortunate  to  have  a  living, 
elderly  mother.  Her  special  request 
for  Mother’s  Day  is  that  her  children 
go  to  church  with  her.  Knowing  that 
she  may  not  be  physically  able  to  at¬ 
tend  church  much  longer,  I  wanted  to 
go  with  her  this  year.  Also,  as  a 
mother  of  four  children,  I  need  to  be 
at  home  on  Sunday  afternoon  so  that 
my  children  can  visit  their  mother  on 
Mother's  Day.  These  two  situations 
prohibited  my  traveling  out  of  town  on 
Mother’s  Day  to  attend  my  grand¬ 
daughter’s  dedication  service. 

Why  do  churches  plan  the  dedica¬ 
tion  service  on  a  special  remem¬ 
brance  day  such  as  Mother’s  Day? 
Wouldn’t  it  be  better  to  use  a  Sunday 
that  does  not  already  promote  fami¬ 
ly  gatherings? 

Joyce  Smith 

Laurel 

Child  care  welcomed 

Editor: 

I  have  noticed  in  several  state 
papers  lately  that,  “child  care  will  be 
provided  for  sessions  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,”  meeting  in 
Dallas,  June  11-19. 

With  some  of  the  childish  attitudes 
being  expressed  and  exhibited  on  both 
sides  of  the  greater  Dallas  SBC  shoot¬ 
out,  this  should  certainly  be  one  of  the 
most  needed  features  of  the  meeting. 

I  fear  many  who  are  headed  for 
Dallas  with  a  “chip  on  their  shoulder” 
are  simply  giving  evidence  of  a 
“block"  higher  up! 

Perhaps  we  could  get  Tom  Landry 
to  volunteer  the  Dallas  Cowboys  to 
babysit  our  “blockheads”  from  both 
the  “fundamental”  and  “liberal"  sides 
of  the  O.K.  Corral.  At  least  Tbm's  team 
would  be  in  great  shape  for  the  up¬ 
coming  NFL  season.  • 

You  will  notice  a  forced  note  of 
lightness  to  this  letter.  I  am  so  sick  of 
reading  and  hearing  this  intra-family 
fight,  that  I  am  totally  sick  at  heart 
Like  Peter  in  the  storm,  we’ve  taken 
our  eyes  off  our  Lord  while  the  world 
goes  to  hell!  Oh  yes,  that  noise  you 
hear  in  the  background  is  Satan 
laughing  his  horns  off!1 
James  V.  Miller 
Minister  of  Music/Youth 
East  Moss  Point  Baptist  Church 
Moss  Point. 

Marrow  receives 
heart  transplant 

TUCSON,  Ariz.  ( BP)  —  Dwain  Mar¬ 
row,  50,  director  of  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  division  of  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  New  Mexico,  has  received  a  heart 
transplant. 

Director  of  the  BCNM  division  of 
Christian  education  since  1981,  Mar¬ 
row  was  admitted  to  the  University  of 
Arizona  Health  Sciences  Center 
March  18  for  evaluation  as  a  possible 
heart  transplant  candidate.  Marrow 
suffered  a  heart  attack  11  years 
earlier  in  Fort  Worth,  after  undergo¬ 
ing  cancer  surgery. 

While  in  the  Tucson  hospital  for 
evaluation.  Marrow  suffered  another 
heart  attack  March  23.  Since  that 
time,  he  had  suffered  another  attack, 
but  finally  regained  sufficient 
strength  to  have  the  transplant. 
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Thursday.  May  23,  1985 


Will  serve  Grenada 

Arthur  Leslie  to  retire  as 


Lafayette-Marshall  DOM 


A  reception  honoring  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Arthur  Leslie  will  be  held  June  2  from 
2:30  until  4  p.m.  at  First  Church,  Ox¬ 
ford,  He  is  retiring 
after  23  years  as 
director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Lafayette- 
Marshall  associa¬ 
tions.  During  this 
time,  Mrs.  Leslie 
has  been  secretary 
in  the  associa- 
tional  office. 

Leslie  May  19  was 

designed  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  the 
Leslies,  and  churches  of  Lafayette 
association  received  a  love  offering  to 
be  sent  to  Jerry  Patterson,  till 


Mimosa  Drive,  Oxford,  and  to  be 
given  to  the  Leslies  at  the  reception 
on  June  2. 

Leslie,  in  July,  will  be  moving- to 
Grenada,  where  he  will  become  direc¬ 
tor  of  missions  for  Grenada  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  a  part-time  capacity. 

He  was  born  in  Emporium,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  was  graduated  from 
Mississippi  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Bethany  Church,  Prentiss, 
ordained  him  in  1947,  while  he  was  a 
student  at  Mississippi  College. 

Pastorates  he  served  included 
Byhalia  (Marshall);  Areola 
(Washington);  West  End,  Selma, 
Ala.;  Houlka  (Chickasaw);  Cranfield 
(Adams) ;  Spring  Hill  (Thllahatchie) ; 
and  Bethany  (Jeff  Davis). 


Bentonia  members  search  scripture, 
write  statement  of  purpose 

Bentonia  Church,  Bentonia,  has  completed  an  eight-week  project  in  writing 
ts  statement  of  purpose.  The  church  council  and  Sunday  School  council  began 
his  in  March  with  a  Bible  study  and  prayer  emphasis. 

On  April  28,  the  congregation  conducted  a  scripture  search.  A  specially 
.elected  committee  assimilated  the  congregational  response  and  wrote  the 
iocument.  It  was  adopted  during  the  monthly  business  meeting  May  5. 

The  church’s  Sunday  School  “Reach  5  in  ’85”  campaign  has  produced  a  10 
jercent  increase  in  Sunday  School  enrollment  and  a  significant  attendance 
ncrease  since  March  1,  reports  the  pastor,  J.  Courtney  Selvy. 


Drew  sponsors  ‘Adopt  senior  adult’ 


The  Baptist  Men  and  Sunday  School 
of  Drew  Church  will  be  sponsoring 
“Adopt  A  Senior  Adult”  on  Sunday, 
May  26.  The  Senior  Adults  will  fill  the 
choir  and  lead  in  the  morning  worship 
service. 

As  a  special  honor,  church  families 
have  adopted  the  senior  adults  for  the 
week.  During  this  time  the  families 


will  be  doing  special  things  for  them. 
They  will  sit  with  their  adopted 
families  during  the  worship  services 
and  be  honored  with  a  reception  after 
the  evening  service. 

There  will  be  67  families  adopting 
85  senior  adults.  Wilbur  B.  Webb  is 
pastor.  . 


CRAPBQQK 


The  Christian  in  the  storm 


My  ship  was  tossed  —  far  from  the  peaceful  shore. 

One  crashing  wave  and  then  another  swept 
Against  my  tiny  craft  and  soon  no  more 
Could  these  frail  planks  have  held,  and  then  the  depths 
Had  been  my  destined  place  except  you.  Lord, 

Had  calmed  the  storm  to  save  and  rescue  me. 

You  soothed  the  waters  with  commanding  word 
As  that  night  long  ago  on  Galilee. 

Come,  always  guide  my  heart,  Lord  Jesus,  do  — 

For  when  my  spirit  holds  you,  safety  comes. 

The  raging  tempest  ^ills  and  skies  turn  blue  — 

By  gentle  tides  reach  golden  shores  of  home. 

— Monette  M.  Young 
Jackson 

Rain 

a  while 

And  so  with  rain,  salty  rain 
on  humatv  faces 
To  force  fresh  faith  forward, 
animate  all  ambitions, 
create  communication  complexities, 
and  show 

His  power  maintains. 

—Kaye  George 


It  has  to  rain  every  once  in 
>o  greener  grass  can  grow, 
taller  trees, 
brighter  flowers, 
bluer  skies  — 
to  show  His  power 
again. 


Jack  Gunn  is  writing  biography 
of  Mississippi  Baptist  preachers 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
Historical  Commission,  P.  O.  Box  51, 
Clinton,  MS  39056. 

Directors  of  missions  have  been 
enlisted  to  help  in  the  search  for 
information. 

“If  people  want  to  send  biographies 
of  preachers  they  know,  friends  or 
relatives,  living  or  dead,  we  would  be 
glad  for  them  to  do  so,”  said  Gunn. 
“The  biographies  of  those  who  have 
died  we  can  keep  on  file  for  later 
volumes.” 

Gunn,  who  lives  in  Cleveland,  is  typ¬ 
ing  the  book  on  a  word  processor,  each 
biography  on  a  separate  sheet.  Mrs. 
Gunn  has  been  assisting  with  proof¬ 
ing  and  corrections. 

Gunn,  a  native  of  Waco,  Texas,  is  a 
graduate  of  Baylor  University,  and  a 
history  major.  While  earning  his  doc¬ 
torate  at  the  University  of  Tfexas,  he 
wrote  a  dissertation  on  Rufus  C. 
Burleson,  a  former  president  of 
Baylor. 

Gunn  came  to  Mississippi  in  1953. 
He  formerly  taught  history  at 
Mississippi  College  for  12  years.  He 
wrote  A  Christian  Heritage,  a  history 

Paul  N.  Harlan, 
pastor,  dies 

Paul  N.  Harlan,  75,  of  3632  North 
Haven  Drive,  died  Sunday,  May  12. 
Services  were  held  at  2  p.m.  May  14 
at  Wright  &  Ferguson  Funeral  Home 
with  burial  in  Floral  Hills  Memory 
Gardens. 

A  retired  Baptist  minister,  he  was 
a  native  of  Attala  County.  After  his  or¬ 
dination  in  1942,  he  primarily  served 
pastorates  in  north  Mississippi,  where 
he  built  and  served  five  churches.  He 
also  was  pastor  in  Memphis  and 
Natchez. 

He  served  as  a  Scoutmaster  for  five 
years  and  was  a  volunteer  worker  at 
the  Veterans  Administration  Medical 
Center  for  four  years.  He  attended 
Clarke  College  and  William  Carey 
College. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Fan¬ 
nie  Lou  Harlan;  son,  William  B. 
Harlan  of  Jackson;  daughter,  Mrs. 
Derwood  Boyles  of  Jackson;  one 
brother;  and  three  grandchildren. 


ACTS  will 
recognize  Craig 

Earl  Craig,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson,  will  be  among  pastors  to  be 
recognized  during  a  first  anniversary 
reception  June  12  at  the  Dallas  Hilton 
for  ACTS,  the  denomination’s  nation¬ 
wide  TV  network. 

First  Church,  Jackson,  is  one  of  a 
number  of  Southern  Baptist  churches 
which  have  appeared  or.  uk.  'how, 
“Great  Churches  of  America.”  Other 
churches  on  the  show  have  included 
First,  Dallas;  First,  Atlanta;  and 
First,  Del  City,  Okla. 

The  reception  will  take  place  after 
the  Wednesday  evening  session  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 


of  First  Baptist  Church,  Grenada,  in 
1959,  and  a  history  of  Columbus 
Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Waco,  Tex.  He 
was  a  contributor  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  Encyclopedia.  He  said  that  he 
would  be  glad  to  assist  any  church 
that  needs  help  in  writing  its  history. 

The  major  purpose  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Historical  Commission,  he . 
said,  is  “to  collect,  assimilate;  and . 
preserve  Baptist  historical  materials 
and  to  make  them  available  for  re¬ 
search.”  The  Commission  has  nine- 
members.  • 

The  historical  collection  is  located 
on  the  second  floor  of  the  Mississippi 
College  Library  in  Clinton.  Alice  Cox 
is  secretary  and  librarian.  “Anything 
to  do  with  Baptist  history,  we  will  take 
it!”  said  Mrs.  Cox.  Churches  are  en¬ 
couraged  to  send  their  minutes  and 
other  records.  Associations  are  urg- 


In  1983,  questionnaires 
were  mailed  to  1,761  pastors 
in  the  state,  asking  for 
biographical  information. 
To  date,  629  have  been 
returned.  Possibly  many  of 
those  629  need  to  be  up¬ 
dated.  Jack  Gunn  states 
that  anyone  who  wishes  to 
send  in  an  update  still  has 
time  to  do  so. 


Ordained  ministers  who 
want  their  names  and 
biographies  in  the  book  are 
urged  to  send  information. 
They  may  obtain  a  biog¬ 
raphical  form  by  writing 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Historical  Commission,  P. 
O.  Box  51,  Clinton,  Miss. 
39056. 


ed  to  send  minutes  every  year.  A  gap 
in  associational  minutes  can  be  a  big 
blow  to  someone  doing  research  in 
Baptist  history. 

The  Historical  Commission  sends 
certificates  of  recognition  to  churches 
which  celebrate  their  centennial,  or 
anniversaries  in  multiples  of  25,  after 
the  100th  year— if  churches  notify 
them  of  the  celebration. 

Not  only  has  Miss  Edwina  Robinson 
made  a  card  for  the  ‘Ground  10,000” 
ordained  ministers  she  found  in  an¬ 
nuals.  She  wrote  a  sentence  or  two 
about  each  on  the  cards,  which  are  on 
file  in  this  library.  She  indexed  the 
Baptist  Record.  That  index  is  also 
kept  in  this  library  of  the  Historical 
Commission.  She  has  been  doing  oral 
history  interviews  for  several  years 
and  her  findings  are  kept  here.  They 
will  provide  information  for  Gunn’s 
biographical  collection.  Also  other 
biographies  which  had  been  filed  in 
the  collection  in  years  past  have  been 
made  available  for  Gunn’s  use. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

May  26  Associational  Emphasis  Sunday  (HMB  Emphasis) 

Christian  Peacemaking  Day  (CAC  Emphasis) 

May  27-31  Royal  Ambassador  Camp  Staff  Week;  Central  Hills  Retreat; 
10:00  a.m.,  27th-Noon,  31st  (BRO) 


HOSPITALIZATION 

NOW  AVAILABLE  FOR  PEOPLE 
WITH  PRE-EXISTING  HEALTH 

CONDITIONS 

□  HEART  CONDITIONS  □  C&NCER 
□  HIGH  BLOOD  PRESSURE  □  DIABETES 
□  ARTHRITIS 

AND  OTHER  HEALTH  CONDITIONS! 

If  you  would  like  someone  to  explain  these 
benefits,  fill  out  coupon  below  and  mail  to: 

TRI-STATE  CONSULTANTS 
P.O.  BOX  1011 

CLEVELAND,  MISSISSIPPI  38732 


NAME _ AQE 

ADDRESS _ 


CITY-: _ _ i _ COUNTY 

STATE  _ _  ZIP  _  PHONE 
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Seminary 


Thursday.  May  16,  1985 


Devotional 


commencement 
is  Saturday 


CT  leadership  conference 
will  feature  Howington 

Nolan  Howington  will  be  the  dinator  in  the  Church  Training  depart- 
featured  preacher/Bible  study  leader  ment  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
for  the  Church  Training  Leadership  Board  in  Nashville.  For  ten  years 
Conference  at  before  his  assignment  at  the  Sunday 


Thank  God  It’s  Monday 


The  public  is  invited  to  attend  the 
42nd  Commencement  exercises  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary.  The 
event  will  be  Saturday,  May  25,  at  10 
a.m.  at  Mt.  Nebo  Baptist  Church;  1245 
Tunica  Street,  Jackson. 

Commencement  speaker  will  be 
Earl  Craig,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Jackson. 

During  the  commencement  exer¬ 
cises,  the  seminary  will  give 
academic  awards  in  the  form  of  cer¬ 
tificates,  diplomas,  and  degrees  to  81 
graduates  according  to  Academic 
Dean  Hickman  M.  Johnson. 


And  very  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  they  went  to  the  tomb  .  .  .  (Mark 
16:2). 

By  John  Thomason 

At  the  end  of  a  typical  week,  American  workers  may  be  heard  to  offer  a 
doxology  of  relief:  “T.  G.  I.  F.!’— Thank  Goodness  It’s  Friday!” 

Can  you  imagine  a  similar  enthusiasm  for  the  beginning  of  a  working  week? 

One  woman 


■^M|  ‘T  G.  I.  M.!’— Thank  Goodness  It’s  Monday! 

jjM  confessed,  “I  just  hate  Monday  morning!  I  hate  it!  1  hate 
i^l getting  up  and  doing  my  hair  and  fixing  my  face  and  put- 
||j|«  ting  on  my  heels  and  my  suit,  and  going  out  there  tosmile 
l»!|«  at  everyone  again  when  I  really  don’t  feel  like  smiling  at 

■  Why  are  Mondays  such  a  dread  for  so  many?  Why  the 
jupS  sense  that  we  are  being  Shipped  back  to  boot  camp  after 
a  two-day  leave?  Ironically,  our  problem  with  Mondays  may 
■  be  rooted  in  a  misunderstanding  about  Sundays.  We 
Thomason  designated  Sunday  as  “the  Lord’s  Day,”  implying  that  the 
other jdays  of  the  week  belong  to  someone  else  (the  boss?  the  devil?).  Sun¬ 
days  are  thus  filled  with  sacred  significance,  while  weekdays  are  written  off 
as  a  “secular”  side-show. 

“Moreover,  we  picture  our  week  beginning  on  Monday  and  not  on  Sunday. 
On  our  mental  calendars,  the  Lord’s  Day  is  the  last  day  of  the  long  weekend 
rather  than  the  first  day  of  the  new  week.  What  this  means  is  that  Sunday 
is  the  day  when  we  squeeze  every  possible  ounce  of  pleasure  out  of  a  fading 
weekend,  instead  of  the  day  when  we  consecrate  ourselves  to  God  for  the  week 
that  lies  ahead.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  we  groan  and  complain  and  find  ourselves 
depressed  when  we  face  again  our  weekly  routine? 

“Very  early  on  the  first  day  of  the  week”  three  women  brought  spices  to 
anoint  the  body  of  Jesus.  What  they  experienced  on  that  Sunday  was  a 
resurrection— a  transfusion  of  power  which  carried  them  through  the  week 
and  carried  the  church  through  the  centuries! 

When  the  week  begins  on  Sunday,  Mondays  are  invested  with  energy  and 
meaning.  The  Lord’s  Week  becomes  as  important  as  the  Lord’s  Day. 

An  Oklahoma  executive  reports  that  he  goes  to  his  office  at  6: 15  every  mor¬ 
ning.  Instead  of  doing  dictation  or  reading  the  Wall  Street  Journal,  he  spends 
thirty  minutes  alone  with  God.  ‘The  last  thing  I  do  is  to  offer  myself  to  God 
for  that  day.  I  say,  ‘You  have  created  me,  God.  I  am  yours.  Help  me  be  your 
employee  today.’  ”  When  asked  why  he  keeps  this  discipline  in  his  office  rather 
than  his  home,  he  replied,  “My  office  is  kind  of  like  a  chapel  to  me  in  a  way, 
and  my  desk  is  kind  of  like  an  altar  ...  I  feel  it’s  important  for  me  to  offer 

myself  in  that  place  every  day.”  .  _ 

God  help  us  to  put  a  spire  on  our  work  and  a  prayer  on  our  lips :  ‘Thank 
God  It’s  Monday!” 

Thomason  is  pastor,  Northminster  Church,  Jackson. 


"w'  minister  of  music  writing  to  Gulfshore  Baptist 

for  First  Church,  Assembly,  Henderson  Point.  Pass 
Pascagoula,  will  Christian.  Miss.  39571.  A  $30  reserva- 
be  music  director  tion  fee  must  accompany  eacn  re- 
Mm  The  Church  quest.  Cost  for  the  conference  ranges 

Howington  Training  Leader-  from  $80.50  to  $88,  depending  upon  ac- 

ship  Conference  will  feature  age  commodations.  For  further  informa- 
group  conferences  for  leaders  in  tion  contact  the  Church  Training 
Church  Training.  A  special  con-  Department,  Box  530,  Jackson.  Miss 
ference  for  associational  directors  of  39205. 
missions  and  associational  Church 
Training  directors  of  missions  is  also 
planned. 

Howington,  prior  to  retirement,  was 
the  curriculum  development  coor- 


Johnson  Creek,  State  Line:  May 
26-31;  services  start  Sunday  evening; 
services  each  evening  during  week ; 

Dwight  Smith,  West  Ellisville, 

Ellisville,  evangelist;  L.  W. 

Haselmaier,  pastor. 

Meadow  view.  Stark  ville:  May 
26-31;  Wayne  Barber  and  Roy  Hes- 
sion,  author  of  ‘The  Calvary  Road”, 
speakers;  Sunday  services,  11  a.m.,  7 
p.m.  Mon.-Fri.,  10  a.m.,  7  p.m.,  lunch 
will  be  served  each  day  at  noon  begin¬ 
ning  Monday.  (No  charge);  L.  J.  „  ..... 

Brewer  pastor  William  P.  Davis,  who  is  retiring  as 

executive  secretary  of  the  Mississip- 
Parldiill,  Jackson:  May  26-29;  Carl  pj  Religious  Leadership  Conference, 
Saveli,  pastor,  Woodville  Heights,  among  those  to  be  honored  at  the 
Jackson,  evangelist;  Raymond  Ball,  conference’s  annual  banquet,  June  3 
minister  of  music,  Woodville  Heights,  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church,  at  6:30 


The  Program  and  Operation 
of  Church 

RECREATION  BUILDINGS! 

Leant  “how  to”  at  a  Seminar,  Sept. 
16-20  in  Nashville.  Write  Church  Rec 
MSN  166  Nashville.  TN  37234  tor 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
steeples,  chairs, 

Van  IDinklp 
(CljurcJj 
Jur  mailing  a  Sc 
Peui  Hpljolatarg 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS.  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 
Design— Construction  Management 


and  7:00  p.m.  ;  weekday  services,  7:30  Davis  is  the  retired  director  for 
nightly  Mon.  through  Wed.;  James  C.  Black  church  relations  for  the 
Edwards,  pastor.  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

Goshen  (Simpson) :  homecoming,  and  will  be  honored  along  with  Dun- 
May  26;  begins  revival  through  May  can  Gray,  Episcopal  bishop;  Beatrice 
31;  Harold  Gartman,  evangelist  ;  Gotthelf  of  Beth  Israel  congregation ; 
Donald  Walker,  music;  W.  P.  Blair,  and  Dolphus  Weary  of  Mendenhall 
pastor.  Ministries. 

Catholic  Bishop  Joseph  Howze  of 
Heidelberg,  (Jasper),  May  26-29;  ^  3ii0Xi  Diocese  will  be  featured 
begins  with  evening  service.  May  26,  speaker  at  the  banquet. 

7:00  p.m.,  through  May  29;  Robert  The  ban quet  is  open  to  the  publiCi 

Perry,  pastor,  First,  Waynesboro,  with  advance  tickets  at  $8.  For  infor- 
Antioch,  Rt.  1,  Monticello:  First,  Marion:  homecoming,  May  evan8elist ^  Jamie  W.  Tynes,  pastor.  mation  or  tickets,  contact  Davis  at 

homecoming.  May  26;  regular  morn-  26;  worship  service,  11  a.m. ;  followed 
ing  services,  10  a.m.  ;  lunch  served  at  by  dinner  on  ground  and  a  musical 
noon  in  fellowship  hall;  singing  in  presentation;  Randy  Scarbrough, 
afternoon;  John  Hedgepeth,  pastor,  pastor. 

.  .  ,  „„  Johnson  Creek,  State  Line: 

Lambert:  homecoming,  May  26,  bomecoming,  May  26;  services,  11 
Sunday  school,  9:45  a.m.;  morning  lunch,  12  noon  fellowship  hall; 

worship  at  10: 50  a.m. ;  lunch  served  on  L  w  Haselmaier,  pastor,  speaker 

nkitM/tU  rfKA.in/ln.  Tk  n  •  t .  «]  Cnwim  ‘  * 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder 
"Internationally  known  specialists" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bos  30S-C  -  Oreewwood,  mao.  3SH0 


BAPTISTRIES 

lerf'  HEATERS.  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 

^  TOU-  FREE  1-800-251-0679 
TN  CALL  COLLECT  615-875-0679 
FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
JSl  1  HIXSON  PIKE-CHATTANOOGA.TN374IS 


Ralph  Stallings,  pastor. 


in  Switzerland 

The  board  of  trustees  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Seminary  has  granted 
President  Richard  Brogan  a  four 
month  study  leave  at  the  Baptist 
seminary  in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland, 
June-September 

Brogan  will  serve  also  as  interim 
pastor  at  First  Baptist  Church, 
Giessen.  West  Germany,  and  will  have 
special  assignments  at  Bishop  College 
in  Dallas,  and  the  Crescent  Bay 
Association  in  Inglewood.  Calif. 

Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  is  a 
cooperative  venture  of  National  and 
Southern  Baptists.  Brogan  has  been 
president  since  1978. 


Burnside,  Philadelphia:  Wed.-Fri., 
May  29,  30,  31;  services,  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Eddie  Ruddick,  Bible  department, 
Clarke  College,  evangelist;  June  1,  7 
p.m.  Sonrise  singers  will  present  a 
worship  service  in  song;  Mack 
Carney,  pastor. 


BIBLES  REBOUND 

Also  hymnals,  church  bulletins 
and  other  documents. 
Quality  work  at  reasonable  prices 
Write  or  call  for  more  information 

Mississippi  Correctional 
Industries 
P.  O.  Box  128 
Parehman,  MS  38738 
(801)  749-8811,  Ext.  455 


Concord  (Franklin):  homecoming, 

May  26;  Sunday  school,  10  a.m., 
morning  worship,  11  a.m.;  Carl  Hud¬ 
son,  former  pastor,  preaching;  dinner 
on  ground,  noon;  afternoon  service, 

1:15  p.m.;  Robert  Conner,  pastor. 

Wayside,  Grenada:  annual 
memorial/homecoming,  Majy,  26; 

Sunday  school,  10  a.m.;  11  a.m., 

William  P.  Smith,  III,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  Lee  County  and  former  pastor 
of  Wayside,  guest  speaker  ,  covered  Four  of  the  summer  weeks  of  GA 
dish  dinner  on  the  grounds  will  follow  camp  and  the  mini-week  are  filled  to 
preaching  service,  singing  in  the  capacity,  yet  three  still  have  space 
afternoon;  David  Norris,  pastor.  available  as  does  Acteens  week,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Trish  Simmons,  GA/Mis- 
v /  sion  Friends  consultant. 

c (/vew*  The  camps  take  place  at  Camp 
<7  Garaywa  near  Clinton. 

John  W.  and  Elizabeth  Meifitt  are  Sessions  which  are  yet  open  are 
home  on  furlough  from  Wiesbaden,  June  3-7,  July  15-19,  July  22-26,  and  Ac- 
West  Germany.  They  are  residing  in  teens  week  which  is  July  29- August  2. 
Hattiesburg  at  108  South  17th  Avenue.  Sessions  which  are  full  are  June 
The  telephone  number  is  (601)  10-14,  June  17-21,  June  24-28,  July  1-3, 
582-5729.  -  and  July  8-12. 


SEE  PASSION  PLAY 

OF  CHRIST'S  LIFE  ON  EARTH 

Internationally  acclaimed  outdoor 
drama.  Visit  the  many  local  attrac¬ 
tions  of  “LITTLE  SWIT¬ 
ZERLAND"  and  take  a  scenic  train 
ride.  TVolley  stop  at  your  front  door. 
“AAA"  rated.  Heated  pool  and  jacuz- 
zi.  30  new  units  designed  especial¬ 
ly  to  accommodate  church  groups. 
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Mississippians  are  graduated 
from  Southwestern  Seminary 


LOUISVILLE,  KY.  (BP)  —  The  —  Appointed  two  professors  to  en- 
board  of  trustees  of  Southern  dowed  chairs:  R.  Alan  Culpepper  to 

-  FORT  WORTH,  Texas  —  Eleven  Southwestern’s  director  of  student  ac-  ^  Seminary  here  unanimously  voted  to  the  James  Buchanan  Harrison  Chair 

Mississippians  were  among  the  468  tivities.  He  died  after  an  illness  of  reaffirm  their  support  of  President  of  New  Testament  Interpretation,  and 

students  receiving  degrees  from  several  weeks.  ^  Honeycutt,  created  a  new  Page  Kelley  to  the  John  R.  Sampey  o 

Southwestern  One  of  the  20  doctorates  went  to  a  degree  program,  and  adopted  a  $12.6  Old  Testament  Interpretation. 

jjtk  Seminary  during  Mississippian,  B.  Keith  Putt  of  Cor-  Jackson,  master  of  arts  in  religious  million  budget  during  their  annual  —  Promoted  five  professors  to  new 

commencement  inth,  who  received  the  doctor  of  education;  Joey  Julian  Brent,  Bogue  meeting.  academic  ranks:  Culpepper  to  pro- 

lr  ceremonies  May  philosophy  degree.  Chitto,  master  of  divinity  ;  Leslie  Reporting  to  trustees,  Honeycutt  an-  fessor  of  New  Testament  Interpreta- 

■I^V  10.  Other  Mississippians  who  received  Claire  Baughman,  drew,  master  of  nounced  $1.1  million  in  new  endow-  tion;  Wade  Rowatt,  to  professor  of 

»  President  Rus-  degrees  are  Billy  G.  Bozeman  of  arts  in  marriage  and  family  counsel-  ment  gifts  and  a  third  consecutive  psychology  of  religion;  Frank  Tupper, 
sell  H.  Dilday  a-  Jackson,  Ala.  and  Pascagoula,  Miss.,  ing;  Peggy  Elizabeth  Chandler,  year  of  record  enrollment  gains.  The  to  professor  of  Christian  theology; 

warded  degrees  to  associate  in  divinity;  Martha  Lynn  Tupelo,  master  of  arts  in  religious  board.also  participated  in  the  dedica-  Ronald  E.  Boud,  to  professor  of 

the  largest  gradu-  Greer,  Jackson,  master  of  arts  in  education;  ti°n  °f  a  million-dollar  addition  to  church  music  and  J.  Ralph  Hardee,  to 

mm  ating  class  in  the  religious  education;  Gaynell  (Gary)  David  G.  Webb,  Forest,  master  of  Cooke  Hall,  home  of  the  seminary  s  professor  of  church  administration. 

B.  Keith  Putt  history  of  thesem-  Blair,  Starkville,  master  of  divinity;  arts  in  religious  education;  Laura  E.  School  of  Church  Music, 

inary  at  10  a.m.  at  Travis  Avenue  Bap-  Eric  Dean  Ertle,  Indianola,  master  Moak,  McComb,  master  of  arts  in  In  their  final  action  the  trustees 
tist  Church.  of  divinity;  Carol  R.  Anthony,  religious  education.  supported  a  motion  by  trustee  Wayne 


Pineview  and  Pinecrest  combine 
to  form  Ridglea  Heights  Church 


JACKSON  CHURCH  near  down¬ 
town  area  has  RENT-FREE 
HOUSE  available  for  responsible 
individual  or  couple  to  share  in 
security  duties  on  evenings  and 
weekends.  Write  Box  2749, 
Jackson,  MS  39207. 


Mike  Smith  has  resigned  as  Donald  Riley  has  resigned  as  pastor  James  Roberson  has  accepted  the 
minister  of  music  at  Parkway  Church,  of  Carson  Ridge  Church,  Attala  Coun-  call  as  pastor  of  Bellevue,  ( Lamar 
Jackson,  to  become  minister  of  music  ty,  to  accept  the  pastorate  of  Assn.).  He  and  his  family  moved  on 
at  First  Church,  Arlington,  Tex.  He  Horseshoe  Church,  Holmes  County,  the  church  field.  May  20,  and  he  will 
has  served  at  Parkway  nearly  five  preach  his  first  sermon, May  26.  He  is 

years.  His  wife,  Sharon,  has  been  David  Webb  has  joined  the  staff  of  going  from  Phalti  Church,  Jeff-Davis 

employed  with  the  Church  Music  Forest  Church  as  director  of  summer  Association. 

Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  youth  ministries.  He  recently  receiv- 

vention  Board.  Smith  was  accom-  ed  the  master  of  religious  education  Jim  Dalrymple  is  the  new  associate 
panist  for  the  Mississippi  Singing  degree  from  Southwestern  Seminary,  director  of  missions  for  Gulf  Coast 
Churchmen.  Association.  He  moved  from  First 

Locust  Street,  McComb.  has  called  Church,  West  Point  where  he  was 

Glenn  Kelly  as  pastor.  He  goes  to  minister  of  education.  Dalrymple  was 

Locust  Street  from  Harrisville  born  in  Guntersville,  Ala.  He  attend- 

Church,  Harrisville.  Kelly  and  his  ed  University  of  Alabama,  and  was 

family  moved  into  the  pastorium  May  graduated  from  Southwestern 

3.  Seminary.  He  has  served  churches  as 

minister  of  music  and  education,  and 
Robert  Williams  is  the  new  pastor  as  minister  of  education.  He  and  his 
of  Cambridge  Church,  Jackson  Coun-  wife,  Rae,  have  three  children, 
ty  Association.  r/  /t 

Timothy  Moran  has  resigned  as 
Byron  Parker  has  accepted  a  call  as  pastor  of  Delisle  Church,  Gulf  Coast, 
pastor  of  Riverside  Church,  Jackson 

County  Association.  He  is  a  former  Trinity  Church,  Biloxi,  has  called 

pastor  of  Ingalls  Avenue  Church,  Ron  Reynolds  as  minister  of  music.  Two  Mississippians  were  graduated 

from  Southeastern  Baptist  Seminary, 
Wake  Forest,  N. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


GROUPS  OF  12  OR  MORE: 
Famous  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
package  includes  $7.50  tickets, 


First  Ellisville, 


lodging,  swimming,  and  meals  at 


Bob”  Connerlev  has 


Robert  H 
been  called  as  pastor  of  Second 
Church,  Greenville.  He  is  a  native  of 


Keller’s  Country  Dorm  Resort 


In  the  list  of  Lottie  Moon  Offering 
gifts  printed  in  the  Baptist  Record  on 
April  25,  the  name  of  First  Chuf-ch, 
Ellisville,  was  omitted.  That  church 
gave  $6,625.00  to  the  1984  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering. 


Eureka  Springs,  Arkansas  for  just 
$20  each!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


Grenada  and  a  graduate  of  Mississip¬ 
pi  College  and  Southwestern 
Seminary.  Connerley  is  married  to  the 
former  Patsy  Harrelson  and  they 
have  one  daughter  and  two  sons. 


HEAD  COACH,  WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL.  Joint  appoint¬ 
ment:  women’s  basketball  coach/ 
director  of  continuing  education. 
1984-85  women’s  team  advanced  to 
NAIA  Final  16  with  27-4  record/ 
was  ranked  10th  in  final  NAIA  poll. 
Master’s  degree  required,  suc¬ 
cessful  coaching  experience  on 
college  level  desirable.  Send  letter 
of  application  and  resume  (before' 
June  3)  to:  Athletic  Director,  Loui¬ 
siana  College,  Pineville,  LA  71359. 
Equal  opportunity /affirmative  ac¬ 
tion  employer. 


Two  are  graduated 
from  Southeastern 


C,,  on  May  11,  one 
receiving  a  doc¬ 
torate. 

James  Ronald 
Boswell  received 
the  doctorate  of 
ministry  degree. 
He  is  the  son  of 
Mrs.  Cecil  Boswell 
of  Noxapater  and 
is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  Coh 
lege.  His  wife  is  the  former  Carolyn 
Cockrell  of  Mantachie.  Boswell  is 
pastor  of  Clement  Church,  Person 
County,  N.  C. 

Wilfred  Adams  Barnhill  of  Vicks- 


Donnie  Guy  has  resigned  the 
Steven  R.  Pettey  has  accepted  the  pastorate  of  Woolmarket  Church,  Gulf 
pastorate  of  Liberty  Church,  Coast,  and  has  accepted  the  pastorate 
Mississippi  Association.  He  is  of  Van  Winkle  Church,  Jackson, 
graduating  this  month  from  New 

Orleans  Seminary.  Jan  Peterman  has  resigned  as 

John  Mars,  a  native  of  Quitman,  secretary  in  the  associational  office, 

has  assumed  the  duties  as  pastor  of  David  Rowlson  has  resigned  as  Gulf  Coast  Association.  Gary  Day- 
McLaurin  First  Church,  Lebanon  pastor  of  Mantee  Church,  Mantee,  to  mond  is  the  new  secretary  replacing 
Association,  Hattiesburg.  Mars  goes  accept  a  call  as  pastor  of  Lighthouse  her.  Gary  has  worked  as  ad- 
from  Memorial  Church  in  Perry  Church,  North  Palm  Beach,  Florida,  ministrative  secretary  to  Frank  Sim- 
County.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Univer-  He  is  a  graduate  of  New  Orleans  mons,  directof,  Gulfshore  Assembly, 
sity  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  is  Seminary  and  previously  served  the  for  six  years.  She  and  her  husband, 
presently  enrolled  in  New  Orleans  New  Henleyfield  Baptist  Church  in  Keith,  have  four  children. 

Seminary.  His  wife,  Melanie,  is  Carriere.  _ 

graduating  from  U.S.M.  in  August. 

Williaig  Smith  of  Vicksburg  is  the  Commission  Road  Church,  Gulf  God  never  imposes  a  duty  without 
new  music  and  youth  director.  He  is  Coast,  has  employed  Vickie  Roche  as  giving  time  and  strength  to  perform  ljurg  received  the  associate  of  divini 
a  junior  at  William  Carey  College.  church  secretary.  it.  ty  degree. 


HEAD  COACH,  MEN’S  BASKET¬ 
BALL.  Joint  appointment:  basket¬ 
ball  coach/instructor  of  physical 
education.  Varsity  program  par¬ 
ticipates  in  National  Association  of 
Intercollegiate  Athletics.  College 
belongs  to  NAIA  District  30  and 
Gulf  Coast  Athletic  Conference. 
Master’s  degree  in  physical  educa¬ 
tion  required;  successful  back¬ 
ground  in  coaching  necessary, 
preferably  at  collegiate  level.  Send 
letter  of  application  and  resume 
(before  June  3)  to:  Athletic  Direc¬ 
tor,  Louisiana  College,  Pineville, 
LA  71359.  Equal  opportunity/ 
affirmative  action  employer. 


Mars 


Smith 


Thursda 
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HMB  affirms  Parks,  Tanner, 
urges  Gilmore  re-election~ 


Ba^st^eTusToJBoSdf  ex”  Parksissu^  a  statement  April  22  After  the  amended  motion  was  church  goal  was  $1,500  and  the  church 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Boards  ex*  concerning  attacks  by  conservatives  adopted  without  opposition.  Fain  ask- 

ecutive  committee  has  voted  to  affirm  on  missions.  When  questioned  about  ed :  “Does  this  mean  we  are  saying  we 

recent  public  statements  by  the  the  statement  later  by  a  reporter  don’t  want  Stanley  to  be  reelected?”  __ 

presidents  of  the  SBC  s  two  mission  Parks  said  he  could  not  support  the  Newly-elected  HMB  Chairman  _ 

boards,  and  urged  reelection  of  the  reelection  of  Charles  Stanley,  pastor  Travis  E.  Wiginton,  pastor  of  Bethel  .  dt 

board  s  former  chairman  to  the  agen-  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Atlanta,  as  Baptist  Church,  Norman,  Okla.,  said  I 

cy  s  board^of  directors  SBC  president  because  of  a  felt  need  he  did  not  feel  the  action  could  be  in-  I  VWWmP 

The  HMB  ocecutive  committee  for  elected  leadership  with  a  proven  terpreted  as  endorsing  or  opposing  ’  3  [  r 

commended  SBC  Foreign  Missmn  record  of  cooperative  missions.  any  candidate  or  how  board  members  ■  I  1  J 
Board  President  R.  Keith  Parks  and  In  statements  to  Baptist  Press  would  vote  as  individuals.  , 

HMB  President  William  G.  Thnner  for  responding  to  Parks’  comments,  Tin-  Eddie  Rickenbaker,  pastor  of  First 

recent  statements  on  the  effect  of  SBC  ner  stopped  short  of  refusing  to  sup-  Baptist  Church,  Belton.  S.C.,  agree, 

political  controversies  on  Baptist  port  Stanley,  but  agreed  with  Parks’  saying  he  was  not  ready  to  say  public-  -.J  ffiajjjlaBSM1  v"feg 

missions.  assessment  of  the  effect  of  the  SBC  ly  if  he  would  vote  for  Stanley  or  not.  £  t 

In  a  second  vote,  the  25-member  controversy  on  missions.  In  interviews  after  the  meeting, 

committee  urged  messengers  to  the  Barbara  Fain  of  Dunwoody,  Ga.,  both  Sherman  and  Strickland  said  Kfl 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  m  Dallas  said  she  could  not  conscientiously  their  motions  are  intended  to  endorse  H  F? 

to  reinstate  Jerry  Gilmore,  a  Dallas  support  Strickland’s  motion  endorsing  and  commend  Parks’  opposition  to  W  c' 

attorney,  as  a  member  of  the  board.  Parks’  stand,  adding  she  felt  it  would  Stanley,  as  well  as  the  statements  by  3  m5S 

Gilmore,  whose  wife  teaches  at  negate  Tinner’s  statement,  “which  I  both  Tanner  and  Parks  on  the  effect  1 

Perkins  School  of  Theology  in  Dallas  think  showed  great  wisdom.”  of  the  controversy  on  missions.  Grace,  Philadelphia  held  ground  bi 

as  a  Methodist  minister  is  not  being  A  substitute  motion  by  John  Hessel  Strickland  and  Sherman  said  they  did  struction  for  its  new  building  whic 

^nrrtef/°r  3  S^d  tertm  by  1  r!  ?f  Wesf Frankfort’ m  > would  have  af-  not  a8ree  with  Wiginton’s  interpreta-  temporary  sanctuary.  Charles  Picker: 
SBC  committee  on  boards  after  a  split  firmed  only  Tanner’s  statement  of  tion  of  the  meaning  of  the  action  by  vention,  was  speaker  for  the  morning  - 

“WeVenwTfhT,.  i  ff  m  concern ’’for  the  cause  of  world  mis-  the  committee.  lins,  chairman  of  the  New  Church  !: 

We  deplore  this  blatant  effort  to  sions  and  our  demomnation,’  but  the  The  meeting  closed  with  prayer  led  tist  Convention  attended  the  ground  br 

remove  this  fair  and  resourceful  executive  committee  approved  18-1  an  by  Gilmore,  who  asked  God  to  help  Duvall,  pastor  looks  on  as  Mrs.  Sadi, 
leader,  said  the  HMB  executive  com-  amendment  by  Bill  Sherman  of  Southern  Baptists  to  see  beyond  the  Grace  Church'  and  Kelly  Fulton  Per 
mittee  motion,  made  by  D.  F.  Norman  Nashville,  Tenn.,  supporting  both  present  political  turmoil  to  greater  newest  members  of  the  church,  held 

of  Atlanta,  director  of  pastoral  Parks  and  Thnner.  and  higher  commitment  to  missions,  the  new  building  by  October  1  1985 

ministries  for  the  Georgia  Baptist  .  ^ 

Convention.  ^  _  i  “f  -m 

GumoS^  St  cite  leadership  susses  tions 

ed  him  as  ‘fan  asset  to  this  agency,”  X  OU 

and  expressed  appreciation  for  “his  J  '  _ _ 1 _ ]  *  •  . 

disregarded  in  appointments 

April  of  1985. 

Speaking  to  his  motion,  Norman  — .  By  Dan  Martin 

recalled  that  lastyear  the  SBC  Com-  DALLAS  ( BP )  —  Southern  Baptist  insurance  executive  who  is  president  recommended  by  state  leadership  and 
had,  ,bumped  Convention  President  Charles  F.  of  the  Louisiana  Baptist  Convention  appointed  to  the  committee  on 
Rmhard  Eskew  pastor  of  First  Bap-  Stanley  largely  disregarded  sugges-  “But  in  the  end,  it  didn’t  mean  committees, 

tist  Church,  Yadkinville,  N.C.,  from  tions  by  state  convention  leadership  anything.”  Only  Billy  Cline,  pastor  of  Mer- 

the  Home  Mission  Board,  and  pointed  when  he  made  appointments  to  two  “We  got  a  letter  inviting  our  recom-  rimon  Avenue  Church  Asheville,  N  C 

out  Gilmore  was  the  only  person  eligi-  key  committees,  according  to  an  mendations.  Dr.  Lee  (Robert  L.  Lee,  was  recommended  by  state  leader- 

ble  this  year  for  reelection  not  being  elected  SBC  officer  and  a  survey  of  executive  director  of  the  LBC)  and  I  ship  and  ultimately  appointed  to  the 

renominated  for  a  second  term.  state  convention  presidents.  both  submitted  names  of  people  who  Resolutions  Committee. 

In  discussing  the  motion,  several  Stanley,  pastor  of  First  Church,  are  actively  invblved  in  the  life  and  -  The  Baptist  Press  survey  revealed 
board  members  suggested  copies  of  Atlanta,  recently  appointed  the  work  of  their  local  church,  associa-  the  presidents  of  the  21  state  eonven- 
the  action  besent  to  the  SBC  commit-  52-member  Committee  on  Commit-  tion,  state,  and  national  conventions,”  tions  did  not  nominate  those  ultimate- 
tee  on  boards  for  consideration  in  tees  and  the  10-member  Resolutions  Boswell  said.  ly  appointed 

their  pre-convention  meeting,  with  a  Committee  to  serve  at  the  1985  SBC,  “None  of  the  people  we  recommend-  They  are  Arkansas  California  Col- 
request  they  reconsider  the  decision  scheduled  in  Dallas  June  11-13.  ed  were  appointed.  I  have  to  say  I  am  orado,  District  of  Columbia  Florida 

not  to  renominate  Gilmore.  In  announcing  the  appointments,  he  very  disappointed,”  Boswell  said.  Georgia,  Illinois,  Kansas-Nebraska’ 

Norman  commended  Tanner  for  a  said  the  62  were  selected  from  a  list  “I  appreciated  his  letter  asking  us  Kentucky,  Louisiana  Maryland- 
statement  mailed  earlier  to  all  HMB  of  more  than  500  names  submitted  by  to  give  input,  but  the  action  was  Delaware,  Missouri  ’Mississippi 

directors  expressing  deep  concern  “state  convention  executive  directors,  without  meaning.  It  had  absolutely  no  North  Carolina  New  Mexico’ 

because  Gilmore  was  not  being  presidents  ...  and  individuals.”  significance,  ”  Boswell  added.  Oklahoma,  South  Carolina,  Tm- 

renominated  “simply  because  he  is  Don  Wideman,  pastor  of  First  Only  one  state  convention  president,  nessee,  Tfexas  and  Virginia 

controversial.”  Tanner  said  Gilmore,  Church,  North  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  Wallace  Henley,  pastor  of  McElwain  Presidents  of  Arizona  Indiana 
, adeacon  and  active  member  of  Cliff  second  vice  president  of  the  conven-  Church,  Birmingham,  and  president  Michigan,  Northwest  and  Ohio  were 
Temple  Baptist  Church,  Dallas,  has  tion,  said  according  to  his  records  of  the  Alabama  Baptist  Convention,  not  contacted 
been  an  effective  board  member  and  state  executives  submitted  “about  300  said  he  had  nominated  a  person  who  The  executive  director  of  the  Ken- 
committed  supporter  of  missions  and  names  ”  to  Stanley  for  consideration,  ultimately  had  been  appointed  tucky  Baptist  Convention  William 
the  Cooperative  Program.  .  “Only  three  of  those  names  showed  up  “I  put  together  a  list  of  names  but  Marshall,  confirmed  none  of  the  sug- 

In  another  action,  the  19  HMB  ex-  on  the  Committee  on  Committees  and  I  probably  overdid  it.  I  submitted  gestions  he  made  were  appointed 
ecutive  committee  members  present  one  on  the  Resolutions  Committee,”  three  pages  of  names  to  him  Marshall  commented  the  president  of 
affirmed  and  commended  both  Tin-  Wideman  said.  (Stanley),’’  Henley  said,  adding  he  the  KBC,  James  Lewis  pastor  of 

ner  and  Parks  for  statements  Following  Wideman’s  comments  on  nominated  AJ  Jackson,  pastor  of  Westport  Road  Church  Louisville 
tailored  to  deal  with  the  threat  to  our  the  disparity  between  recommenda-  Lakeview  Church,  Auburntown,  who  Ky.,  made  several  suggestions  none 
Baptist  missions  program.”  tions  by  state  leaders  and  appoint-  was  appointed  to  the  Committee  on  of  which  were  accepted 

Earlier,  Jim  Strickland,  pastor  of  ment,  Baptist  Press  contacted  the  Committees.  Winfred  Moore  pastor  of  First 

Fust  Baptist  Church,  Cartersville,  presidents  of  21  of  the  26  states  eligi-  According  to  Wideman’s  records,  ^Church,  Amarillo  and  president  of 
Ga  had  made  a  motion  to  commend  ble  for  representation  on  SBC  only  in  Alabama,  Arkansas,  North  the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Parks  “for  his  courageous  stand  con-  committees.  Carolina,  and  Missouri  were  recom-  Ttexas,  said  “not  one  single  name  I 

cerning  the  threat  to  Bold  Mission  With  only  one  exception -r  Alabama  mendations  followed.  suggested  showed  up  on  the  appoint- 

Thrust  created  by  the  political  net-  -  each  of  the  presidents  reported  Wideman  said  only  Jackson;  ments  of  the  two  committees  " 

work  whiclj  has  conspired  to  seize  none  of  the  persons  they  nominated  James  Bryant,  pastor  of  Grand  Moore  took  exception  to  Stanley’s 
control  of  our  convention  through  for  the  two  committees  were  named.  Avenue  Church,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. ,  and  published  comment  that  the  SBC 
manipulation  of  the  boards  and  “It  was  a  nice,  friendly  gesture  for  John  Gilbert,  pastor  of  First  Church,  president  used  suggestions  "from  out 
threatening  to  escrow  Cooperative  Dr.  Stanley  to  invite  us  to  have  input,"  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.,  and  president  of  the  of”  Tfexas  because  “there  is  emotional 
Program  funds.”  said  Raymond  Boswell,  a  Shreveport  Missouri  Baptist  Convention.  were  involvement  on  hoth  ciriec  ” 
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•  Bible  Book:  Acclaim  and  opposition  in  Jerusalem 

•  Uniform:.  Two  ways  of  life 

•  Life  and  Work:  God  desires  peace 


Acclaim  and  opposition  in  Jerusalem  Two  ways 


By  Bill  R.  Baker 
Luke  19:28-21:4 

The  entrance  of  Jesus  into  '  A  cleansed  temple  (19:45-48).  Hav-  from  everyone.  If  Jesus  says  they 
Jerusalem  generated  both  acclaim  ing  arrived  in  the  city  Jesus  goes  to  must  pay,  then  it  may  be  concluded 
and  opposition.  Three  episodes  in  the  the  temple  where  he  discovers  two  that  he  is  not  the  Messiah  who  has 
city  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  theme  atrocities  at  the  place  of  worship,  come  to  deliver,  but  rather  is  calling 
of  the  lesson.  First,  he  discovered  the  exploitation  for  further  submission.  If  he  says  they 

An  acclaimed  king  (19:28-40).  In  of  the  worshippers.  Every  male  Jew  should  not  pay,  then  he  could  be  ac- 
Palestine  the  donkey  was  a  noble  was  required  each  year  to  pay  a  tern-  cused  of  turning  the  people  against 
beast  and  when  a  king  came  riding  on  pie  tax,  much  of  which  was  paid  by  the  government, 
a  donkey  that  meant  he  came  in  pilgrims  who  came  to  the  Passover.  Actually,  they  were  concerned 
peace.  But  if  the  king  were  riding  on  Since  the  tax  was  accepted  only  in  about  having  to  pay  the  taxes  when 
a  horse  he  was  coming  for  war.  Jesus  Galilean  shekels,  those  coming  from  they  really  should  have  been  concern- 
the  Heavenly  King  came  in  peace,  for  other  places  had  to  exchange  their  ed  about  rendering  to  God.  In  fact,  the 
he  was  riding  on  a  donkey.  When  he  coins  for  these.  The  money  changers  problem  of  servitude  may  have 
comes  again  he  will  be  riding  on  a  made  exorbitant  charges  for  the  ex-  resulted  from  their  failure  to  prove 
horse!  The  colt  was  fitted  for  sacred  change.  The  church  is  always  out  of  themselves  faithful  stewards.  One  of 
purposes,  for  no  man  had  sat  upon  step  with  divine  purposes  when  wor-  the  most  talked  about  matters  in 
him  (v.  30).  Thescene  was  the  fulfill-  shippers  are  exploited.  America  today  is  taxes.  What  would 

ment  of  the  Old  Testament  prophecy  Jesus  also  discovered  the  desecra-  happen  in  this  country  if  Americans 
from  Zechariah  9:9.  tion  of  the  worship  place.  The  animals  spent  as  much  time  talking  about 

The  proclamation  of  the  people  ( v.  used  for  sacrifice  could  be  bought  out-  what  they  should  render'  to  God  as 
38)  not  only  fulfills  the  prophetic  state-  side  the  gates  at  reasonable  prices;  they  spend  talking  about  what  they 
ment  in  Psalm  118:26,  but  also  reveals  however,  these  would  not  usually  pass  are  rendering  to  government 
a  lack  of  understanding  since,  accor-  inspection  since  they  had  to  be  (Caesar)? 

ding  to  Mark  11 : 10,  the  people  used  the  without  blemish.  Consequently,  It  is  amazing  that  crucifixion 
word  “Hosanna”  which  means  “save  animals  for  sacrifice  were  sold  at  follows  so  closely  on  the  heels  of  ac- 
us  now.”  The  cry  was  for  the  Messiah  higher  prices.  This  practice  not  only  clamation.  These  words  of  Jesus 
to  break  the  power  of  the  Romans  and  exploited  the  person  who  worshipped  could  not  be  used  against  him  ( v.  26 ) , 
save  them  now,  that  is,  fulfill  all  the  but  also  desecrated  the  place  of  wor-  so  the  search  continues  for  words  that 
nationalistic  dreams.  Are  the  people  ship.  Jesus  demonstrated  his  authori-  can  be  used  against  him.  The  one  who 
asking  him  to  be  their  sovereign  or  ty  by  casting  out  these  who  sold  and  opposes  will  use  the  words  of  Jesus ; 
their  servant?  Would  they  use  God  or  bought.  whereas,  the  one  who  acclaims  will 

be  used  of  God?  Is  their  desire,for  him  A  crafty  inquiry  <  20 : 20-26 ) .  The  tax  receive  and  obey  his  words, 
for  his  blessings?  in  question  here  was  a  poll  tax  exacted  Baker  is  pastor.  First,  Clinton. 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
Proverbs  1:7;  3:5-8;  14:1-12 

The  scripture  for  today  deals  with  of  us  is,  “Have  I  entered  the  right  way, 
two  ways  of  life  and  the  need  for  one  and  am  I  on  the  journey  that  will  lead 
to  make  the  right  choice  concerning  me  to  eternal  life?” 
the  way  he  will  follow.  The  two  ways  II.  The  continuation  of  the  way 
are  the  way  of  the  wise  and  the  way  (Proverbs  14:1-12;  3:5-8) 
of  the  foolish.  Following  the  beginning  of  the  way, 

The  way  of  life  is  often  compared  to  the  journey  of  life  must  be  continued, 
a  journey.  There  is,  of  necessity,  a  In  our  focal  passage,  Proverbs  14: 1-12, 
beginning  point,  the  course  of  the  the  author  uses  many  comparisons 
journey  itself,  and  the  destination.  and  illustrations  to  contrast  the  way 
Let  us  build  our  discussion  of  to-  of  the  wise  with  the  way  of  the  foolish, 
day’s  lesson  around  these  facets  of  a  The  successful  continuation  of  a 
journey.  journey  depends  upon  going  in  the 

I.  The  beginning  of  the  way  right  direction,  following  the  correct 

(Proverbs  1:7)  signs  or  guidelines,  avoiding  un- 

The  writer  of  Proverbs  recognized  necessary  detours  and  pitfalls,  taking 
the  importance  of  making  a  good  adequate  provisions  and  equipment, 
beginning  in  the  building  of  a  life.  He  and  persistence  in  continuing  even  in 
placed  the  matter  in  focus  as  he  wrote,  the  presence  of  difficulty.  These  same 
“The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  things  are  necessary  for  a  successful 
of  knowledge  . . .”  (1 : 7a).  The  author  continuation  of  the  journey  of  life.  One 
equates  wisdom  and  knowledge  in  this  must  choose  the  better  way  rather 
instance.  There  is  a  worldly  than  the  lesser  way  if  life’s  journey  is 
knowledge  that  is  to  be  distinguished  to  be  successful.  He  must  trust  in  the 
from  wisdom.  Here,  however,  the  Lord  with  all  his  heart,  lean  not  to  his 
author  begins  with  God.  own  understanding,  and  acknowledge 

The  first  four  words  of  the  Bible  the  Lord  in  all  his  ways  . . .”  (Proverbs 
declare,  “In  the  beginning,  God  . .  .”  3:5-6). 

(Gen.  1:1).  Though  these  words  refer  III.  The  end  of  the  way 
to  life  in  a  larger  context,  they  also  (Proverbs  14:12) 
signal  the  truth  that  in  the  beginning  The  writer  was  aware  of  the  two 
of  the  life  of  the  wise  person  there  destinies  represented  in  the  two  ways 
must  be  the  recognition  of  God.  The  of  life.  He  wrote,  “There  is  a  way 
opposite  way  is  represented  by  the  fool  which  seemeth  right  unto  a  man,  but 
who  says  in  his  heart,  ‘There  is  no  the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death” 
God”  (Psalm  53:1).  (14:12).  This  is  akin  to  the  two  poten- 

The  way  of  wisdom  begins  with  the  tial  destinies  referred  to  by  Jesus  in 
conscious  decision  to  make  God  the  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount  as  he  spoke 
supreme  ruler  in  one’s  life.  It  is  of  the  broad  way  which  leads  to 
variously  described  as  becoming  a  destruction  and  the  narrow  way  which 
Christian,  being  born  again,  receiving  leads  to  life  (Matt.  7:13-14). 
new  life  in  Christ,  or  becoming  a  new  Each  of  us  is  on  one  of  these  two 
creature.  Jesus  described  it  as  enter-  ways  of  life.  We  selected  our  way 
ing  into  a  way.  In  the  Sermon  on  the  through  a  conscious  act  of  choice,  and 
Mount  he  declared,  “Enter  ye  in  at  the  one  day  we  will  reach  a  final 


God  desires 


By  James  F.  Yates  * 

Micah  4:2-4;  5:2-5a 

Micah  4:2-4  in  New  York  City,  keeping  before  the  that  it  could  produce  a  new  and 

Whereas  the  closing  verse  of  assembled  nations  the  dream  of  a  greater  David,  but  again  it  demon¬ 
chapter  3  speaks  of  Jerusalem’s  world  without  war.  One  wonders  if  we,  strates  God’s  use  of  things  that  are 
downfall  and  the  destruction  of  the  too,  will  have  to  become  a  “heap  of  weak  to  confound  the  strong, 
house  of  the  Lord  on  Mount  Zion  ruins”  before  we  take  this  dream  Messiah’s  lineage  was  “from  of  old, 

(3:12),  the  section  now  under  con-  seriously.  from  ancient  days-’ This  meant  that 

sideration  speaks  of  hope  and  cheer.  In  verse  4  Micah  wants  to  show  he  was  descended  from  the  ancient 
The  nations  of  the  earth  come  to  the  what  the  absence  of  war,  the  absence  dynasty  of  David.  He  was  no  imposter 
temple  ( “mountain  of  the  house  of  the  of  the  making  of  the  machines  of  war,  to  the  throne,  but  one  whose  creden- 
Lord”  in  verse  1 )  not  to  offer  sacrifices  and  the  refusal  to  study  and  teach  the  tials  were  valid.  The  fact  that  he  came 
on  its  altar,  but  to  receive  the  law  and  arts  of  war  are  really  like.  Each  man  from  Bethlehem  and  not  from 
the  word  of  'he  Lord  (v.  2).  The  Law  will  be  able  to  devote  himself  to  the  Jerusalem  meant  that  God  intended 
had  been  given  to  Israel  at  Mount  land,  to  agriculture.  He  will  have  his  to  make  a  new  beginning  with  the  in- 
Sinai  ;  it  would  be  given  to  the  nations  own  grape  vine  and  fig  tree,  not  only  stitution  of  kingship, 
at  Mount  Zion.  The  nations  of  the  for  wine  and  fruit,  but  for  shade;  and  Verse  3  indicates  that  while  Israel 
earth  come  now  to  seek  the  God  of  he  will  have  leisure  to  enjoy  it.  Since  waited  for  the  Messiah  she  would  be 
Israel.  They  want  to  learn  of  his  ways  he  will  not  have  to  go  to  war,  he  will  given  into  the  hands  of -the  nations  by 
so  they  may  walk  in  his  patlis.  have  no  need  to  fear  harm  and  danger.  God  himself  and  would  be  subjected 

No  word  of  scripture  is  quoted  more  In  fact,  no  one  will  make  him  afraid,  to  terrifying  experiences  until  such  a 
frequently  and  with  greater  longing  Micah  5:2-5a  time  God  chose  to  bring  forth  a  new 

than  verse  3  which  depicts  the  world  This  passage  deals  with  the  origin  king  and  re-establish  the  monarchy, 
at  peace.  Truly  it  is  to  be  the  “day  of  of  the  expected  Messiah  and  the  Israel’s  time  of  waiting  is  compared 
the  Lord."  since  through  his  judgment  nature  of  his  kingship,  which  is  one  of  to  that  of  a  woman  waiting  in  labor  to 
strong  nations  will  be  curbed  and  the  peace.  It  became  one  of  the  key  give  birth  to  her  child.  With  the 
occasions  for  war  removed.  This  will  passages  in  the  early  church’s  restoration  of  the  kingship  the  Jews 
make  it  possible  for  all  wars  to  cease,  understanding  of  the  birth  of  Jesus  who  were  scattered  in  exile  among  the 
There  will  be  no  need  for  the  tools  and  (Matt.  2:5-6;  John  7:42).  nations  would  be  brought  back  to 

machine  of  war.  Messiah  was  expected  to  be  of  the  Palestine  “to  the  people  of  Israel”  who 

No  nation  will  have  occasion  to  lift  dynasty  of  David.  The  prophet  re-  had  already  returned, 
up  arms  against  another  nation  since  membered  his  history  well  and  knew  Verse  4  and  the  first  phrase  of  verse 
God  settles  all  differences  rightly  and  that  Bethlehem  was  where  the  great  5  give  a  brief  description  of  the 
fairly.  Therefore,  the  implements  of  King  David  originated.  He  could  see  character  of  the  coming  messianic 
war  can  be  converted  into  instru-  a  future  time  when  another  great  king  king.  He  is  going  to  be  different  from  and  security  of  the  people  of  God  is  go- 
ments  of  peaceful  use.  They  can  be  will  come  from  this  out-of-the-way  lit-  the  usual  king  of  biblical  times.  He  ing  to  be  so  admired  and  respected 
turned  to  the  care  of  the  soil,  the  pro-  tie  town.  He  will  be  a  second  and  will  be  a  shepherd  king  rather  than  a  that  he  will  be  considered  “great  to 
duction  of  food,  and  the  tending  and  much  greater  David.  Ephrathah  was  warrior  king.  _  the  ends  of  the  earth”  (v.  4b).  Thus 

pruning  of  natural  beauty  for  the  the  name  given  tq  the  larger  district  The  shepherd’s  care  of  the  flock  in-  biblical  peace  will  reign  supreme  for 
benefit  of  all  mankind.  The  words  of  in  which  Bethlehem  was  located,  volved  three  things:  protecting  and  it  means  complete,  harmonious 
this  vision  have  been  inscribed  on  the  Bethlehem  was  a  small  and  insignifi-  defending  it,  feeding  and  nourishing  unity  with  God  and  with  man. 
walls  of  the  United  Nations  building  cant  village  and  it  was  unthinkable  it,  and  guiding  and  directing  it.  Yates  is  pastor.  First,  Yazoo  City. 


strait  gate:  for  wide  is  the  gate,  and  destination 


One  of  the  joys  of  adulthood  is  to 


broad  is  the  way,  that  leadeth  to 
destruction  and  many  there  be  which  look  back  across  the  years  of  our 
go  in  thereat :  Because  strait  is  the  Christian  pilgrimage  and  consider  the 
gate  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  blessings  of  the  Lord  as  we  have 
leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  sought  to  follow  in  his  way. 
find  it”  (Matt.  7:13-14).  For  Jesus,  Moore  is  director  of  missions.  At- 
each  way  of  life  has  a  beginning  either  tala  Association, 
through  the  straight  gate  or  the  broad  --  - 

way.  The  beginning  of  the  true  way, 

the  way  of  the  wise,  is  through  Jesus  I  _ 

Christ.  Christ  said,  “I  am  the  way,  the  | 
truth,  and  the  life:  No  man  cometh 

unto  the  father  but  by  me”  (John  ro  o  n 

14:6).  t-4  "’7°  8  S 

The  primary  question  for  each  one  uj  in  >  n 


